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From Eccl. xii. r. 
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Remember now thy Creator in the Days 0 
thy Touth, while the Evil Days come not, 
 - nov the Tears draw nigh. in which thou 
ſhalt ſay. T have no pleaſwure in them, 
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To which is added, 


[A Word of Advice to Youth, in 
_ order to Converſion. 


———— —— 
i ——__———— 


—_— Ot a... Mn —————— 


LONDON: Printed in the Year 1700 


SY ot a oe orcas «+4 —_  — 


"" 


1 


|} 


THE 


EPISTLE 


T BS 


Young Readers, 


Looking towards the King- - 
dom of God. 


Dearly Beloycd in our Lord, 


HE Hopes, that there is a Har- 
veſt of Young Ones to Chriſt, 
"if which the Fields are Already White, 


whesz 
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The Epiſtle to 


when Chriſt ſhall have in this ſenſe the 
Dew of his Youth from: the Womb of 
the Morning , aud Ton Free-will Offer- 
ings to Him in that Day of his Power, 
This gives Encouragment of this Ad-. 
dreſs to you, in Confidence, there will 

be many of Ton Readers : It is Evi- 
went Vonne Perſons are One Fminent 
Portion of the Lord TFeſus his Lowe, 
and Care ; and ſo of the Goſpel Mini- 
itry, and of the Servants of Gied in 

all Ages; God was aſſured of Abra- 
ham , he would Inſtxuft 3 Cluldren 
after Him iz his Knowledge, and - 
Fear > Moſes took, great Care of this, 

to Jeave Moments for Toung I{ra>- 
lites erowing up David the Father 
cave: Excellent Principles to his Son 
S5lowon 3; And in a Holy Zeal, and 

| Lowe to Youngs Men, cries out, Where- 
vwithal ſhall a Young Man cleanſe his 
Way ? As if he ſhould ſay, What Spiri- "hg 
tnal Engine ſhall I find to raiſe the '1e 
Hearts of Young Men, to Buoy them up - 
Jrom the World, the Raging Sea of Va- © 

wity, ? 


—— 


ſe th rity, Luſt, and Wickedneſs 2 I ſhould 
mb © race 4 ſuch a One, axd I bave foung 
Offer: 7t, ever thy Word, to which they fhould 
owe, 4lways give heed. Solomon in this Pe- 
Ad. nitential Sermon of his, after ſome Ne- 
e wil clinings, recovering the Piety of his 
Fai. \Touth in which he ftiles himſelf Ec- 
win Cleliaſtes , or the Preacher 3s much en 
Log, £aged in it ;, as you will ſee in the Fol- 
Mini. {owing Diſcourſes. Jeſas Chriſt i»: I ppe - 
ed in fo the Riſing Hopes of Voung Ones, 
Abn- Bleſſed early, even Infant Age : The Be- 
dra Joved Apoſtle, that lay in the Bofom 
ad-of Chriſt, ſays, T write to you, Young 
" the, Men, becauſe you are ſtrong , Vigorows 
If 77 Mind, Body, full of Spirit, and Vi- 
uthr Vacity and in all of them who are Chri- 
Op ſtiars, the Word of God abideth ; and 
* ani #VigoronsPerſons the Champions of Chriſt 
ſhere- Overcome the Wicked One, though the 
ſe bs Strong Man ; Obadiah feared God from 
Spir his Youth, that early Saint of the Old 
; th Teſtament : Timothy of the New Te- 


Young "Ja [6 [5 


ew o [tament, Knew the Scriptures from a 
if 7; Child. Chriſt remembers the Kindneſs 


wi of 
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TP I ane if Epiſtle to for 
of Youth, the Love of Firſt Eſpouſals, oytel 
efore farther Alienations from him, and mV 
F roſtitutions to Sin, Satan, the Worl4 zf the 
His Soal deſires the Firſt Ripe Frait. Wm 
Oh that all this might perſwade ; But I k Ke 
eſpecially recommend the followings Dire- k mi 
Fions, prepar'd for you , given forthe C 
by ſome Excellent Maſter of Aſſembly, 1s 
whone I will not attempt to ſuppoſe, who js 
| he was, being not entruſted with it ; and m4 
whether he did not Animam in Vulnere jus 
Ponere ; He did not draw out his very. 
Spirit, * and Life in ſhooting this Sharp - 
Arrow of Chriſt into your Hearts, that” 
you might fall under Chriſt ; Oh therefore, 
You in the Aſcendency of Life , againſt all; 
Temptation, flee Youthful Luſts, ſacrifice 
this Choice Part of Life to God ;, tate 
heed that Curſe come not on you  Tou ' 
who have in your Flock this Male of 
Life, ever Youth, Oh deſign not to Von go ; 
Sacrifice to Ged the Corrupt Thang of 
Old Age; Grown old in Sin: {[heBrand of 
a Deceiver is ſet on all ſuch; Know there- 
fore in this yourDay.theLord hath made 
for ' 


Young Readers. 


for youthe Day of yourViſitation,the Ac- 
jals,cepted Day of Salvation, the Things of 
end jour Peace 5 This is recommended to you, 


. 

, 

\ 
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gs , of Lights, 
whone is no variation of Age, nor ſhe- 
anagorw of Turning tothe Weit of Days, to 
nerewhow be Glory for Ever. Amen. 
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Early Piety, 


@A THE 


 ADVAN TAGES 


OF AN 
Early Converſion. 
In Two Diſcourſes. 


Fi DISCOURSE. 


CCl. Xie Ie 
Remneber now thy Creator an the Days of thy 
2”, while the Ezil Days come not. nor n 
Tears draw nigh, in which thou ſhall t /. ay, 
have no pleaſure in them. 


HE two Great Duties of a Chriſtian's 
Lite, is to Ceaſe to do Evil, 
and Learn to do Well: The one is 


Negatiy2, the other is -—a__a No Man "be 
© ; 


2 Early Piety, &Cc. 
be Good that doth not Ceaſe to do Evil; 


therefore Solomon Exhorts to the former, in the 
Eleventh Chapter trom the Fourth Verfe, and 
'brines it in thus, Pzt 2wa2y Emil from thy Fleſh. 
It referrs to the Ninth Verſe, Know that for all 
theſe things God will bring theeto Judgment, That 
is. thoſe Youthful Luits, thoſe Senſual Plea- 
ſurcs. Rejoice, O yorng Man, and let thy Heart 
Chear thee in the Days of thine Youth; as if he 
ſhould fay, if thou art bent to Spend thy 
youthful Days in Luſt, then go on, and ſce 
what follows; thete is a Delug2 of Wrath, a 
Day coming ; and tho? the Beginning may be 
Sweet, yet the Concluſion will be Bitter ; for 
know that for all theſe things God will bring thee 
to Jrrdgment ; and then the Poſitive Part, that 
in the Wordsof the Text, Remember now thy 
Creator in the Days of thy Youth. Childhood and 
Youth is Vanity.and Vanity is nothing more than 
Indulging the Fleſh, and Forgetting God. 
Wherein he gives this ſeaſonable Counſel 
for the Cure of their Vanity, Remember now thy 
Creator in the Days of thy Tenth, while the Evil 
Days come not, aad thy Pleaſures draw nigh. 
In which Words you have an Exhortation, 
and it is backt with a Threefold Argument... 
I, The Act, Remember. | 
2. The Object to be Remembred,zthy Creator. 
3» The Time when, now. But leaſt you 
ſhould think that this now takes in the whole 
Time of this Lite. therefore he Excludes the 
latter Part of this Life, and Limites this now 
to the former Part, Remember now thy Creator 


l.- in the Days of thy Jouth, Old Age is —_ 
Or- 
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Early Piety, &c. 3 
Mortality Approaching. and Judgment Enfſu- 
ing ; that you have in th: Verſes following my 
Text, IYiile the Stars be not Dark:ned, noy the 
Clouds returning aftcr the Rain ; before the Day 
tht thy Strength fails, and the Grinders ceaſe. 
2. You havean Argument from Dzath and 
Mortality Approaching, in the Sixth Verſe, Or 
the Silucr Cord be Looſed, or the Golden Bowl be 
Broxen, or the Pitcher be Broken at the. Fountain, 


. or the IVhcel Broken at the Ciſt.rn : And in the 


Seventh Verſe, Then ſhall Duit Return to the 
Earth. When 2 When the Sun is Dackened, and 
the Keepers of the ſtrong Houſe Trcmble, Then 


fhall Duſt Return to the Earth. 


3- You have the Judgment Enſuing in the 
S-venth Verſe, Then fhall the Dui Return to 
the Earth as it was, and the Spirit ſhall Return 
z:1t0 God who gave it; and in the Eighth Chap- 
tcr and Eighth Verſe, There is no Man that baths 
Power over the Spirit to Retain the Spirit ; neither 


d. hath«he Power in the Day of Death : And there 15 
no Diſcharge in that War. neither ſhall Wicked- 


; Good. but to God as the great Judge : 


neſs del rver thoſe that are given to it, As the Bo- 
dy of every one Retnrns to Duſt, ſo doth cvery 
Soul Return to God ; not to God 2s the chiet: | 
not to. 


CY ® 


F his Bliſsfi;] Preſence, but to his Judicial Pre- 


ſence. So faith the Wiſe Man, Third Chap- 
tur Seventcenth Verſe. God hall Judge the Righ - 
re0ls, and the IVicked ; fo that there 15 ſuch a. 
L-turn of the Soul to God ; he hath Summon'd 
Him to his aweful Tribunal, where hes ſent to 


- his Evcrlaſting State, either to Enjow God for: 


ing. Ever, or Evallaſtingly Shut out. 


Old Age is 
P 2 baſtmng, 
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haſining, and Death follows, and then he 
comes to Judgment ; therefore Remember now 
thy Creator in the Days of thy Tozth. 

I ſhall' open the Words.and then apply them. 

1. I Begin with the Act, Armember ; this is 
applicd ſometimes to God ; he 1s faid to Re- 
member, God remembred Avahb, Gen. 8. 1. he 
remembred Abraham. he remembred his whole 
Covenant. But to ſpeak properly, there is no 
ſuch thing in God as Remembring, for he that 
can never forget, can never properly be ſaid to 
remember. Sometimes to call to Mind ; thus 
it is faid, Then Peter Remcmbred the Words of 
Chrijt ; and as it Imports the keeping in mind 
of the time to come, ſo 1t 1s ſaid to Remember 
z2e Sabbath Day to keep it Holy. 

1. It is oppoſed to the forg:tting of Duty. : ' 

2. It is oppoſed to the ilight Performance of 
it, both which are Sins. It is a Sin to forget 

God, it is a Sin to have ſlight Thoughts of _ 
God. Remember thy Creator, The Manner in - 
which the Duty is Inforced is ſuch as doth Im- 
port, That it ought to be our chick Buſineſs. 
God doth not uſe in his Word to put his Memen- 
20 on ſlight Duties ; Reve1.2,5. Remember there. 
fore from whence thou art fallen, and Repent,, and 
do thy firſt Yorks. | 

3. To mind us of our latter End, Ecc!. 11. 
8. If a Man Live many Tears, and Rejoice in them 
all, yet let him Remember the Days of Darkneſf, 

for they ſhall be many ; all that cometh js Vanity. 

4. To keep in our Hearts the Great Works 
of his Providence in Remermbrance.. Mt. 16. 9. 

x» faith Chriſt, Remember the Five Loaves that fed 
_ FwaeThowſand. 5. Io 


ORC WW. 


Me / 
— 
> SE 55 


CÞ 


” 


x BETTE 


[= 
_ 


ES 


,” 
I - 
$52: 
4 ao od = 


Early Picty, 8c. 5 

s, To Excite yon to a Full and Compleat 
Obedience. Fats 

6. To ſtir us up to be mindful of himſelf, 
and therefore this Duty above all the reſt, is 
Chargcd both Negatively and Poſitively, Der. 
9.7. Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy 
God. Why doth God put a Memento on this Du- 
ty 2 Here there isa Fivefold Reaſon for it. 

I. To Intimate their Oppoſition : depraved 
Man cannot endure his Obedience to God, 
therefore he calls us to Remember it. 

2. The Sum of Religion lies in the Obſer- 
ration of this one Command. facob gave ſe- 
vere Charge to his Sons concerning Benj.zmin be- 
cauſe he lay Nearett his Heart ; 1t is that that 
Enflames our Spirits for all other Duties, and 
. makes them fit for every good Work. Sin nt-- 
ver more prevails than when God is Shut out. 

3. Itimples, that there 1s no Age ſo prone 
to forget God as that of Youth , therefore 
Solemon ſaith , Childbood and Tonth is Vani- 


the many that through the Frailtics of Na- 


ture may Die, while they Live ; hatt thou not --* 
the Seeds of Death in thee 2? And haft thou not .. 


ſcen the Cauſes of D-ath lying before thee ; 
and therefore though thou may'tt pleaſe thy 
{-1f with the Thoughts of Living many Years. 
yet thou mayett Die to Morrow; aid 2s 
Youth is Vanity in a Natural Senſe, ſo 1t 15 mn 
a Moral Senſe ; For by the Offen:e of one Judge 
rcnt came upon all to Conden:n 151297, But alas 5 
how much Guilt haſt _ Contracted by "Om 

ww 
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ty. So by the Courſe of Nature young :* 
Oncs may think to Live Long by Reafon of 
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al Sin, thy Sinful Mirth and Levity, thy ut? 
Slothtulneſs and Vanity 2 Theſe are Common 
Sins of Youth, therefore Remember now thy Crea- 
for. | 

4. It 15a Duty of Great Equality, not only 
from the Will of him that Commands it. As 
the Command it ſelf is moſt Juit ; How Equal 
is it that God, who 1s the Firlt Cauſe, and 
Chief Goud, ſhould be fr{t owned, belt loved, . 
and mott feryed ? And is it not Equal, yea, a 
Direct Duty, ſo Rare a Jewel ſhould be em- 
ployed to him that gave it. 

». God uſes ſuch a Memento to mind us of the 
firict Account we muſt give to God tor our 
a A_—_ = W1 on warns W of a 

udgment-day to Come, Ecc]. 11. 9. £ejozce, 
Q hog Man, in thy Touth * but know #+ all quthi 
theſe things God will bring thee to Judgment, If Ge 
weforget our Obedience to God, -he will not 3 
forget our Diſobedience. But it is not barely 

an A& of the Mind ; it is not enough for you 
to remember to think of God, for ſo the Dam- » 
ned in Hell think of God ; for then the Me-- + 
mory of the Damned ſhall'be Quick and Strong 
tor ever. Now the Sinsof Youth areccommitte 
and forgotten by. us ; and though we ſay. They 
thall never be remembred any more, and. the Lerd -\rxile 
{reth us not,, Eack. 8. 12. So Plalm 21. Theſe 
things haſt thou done. ſpeaking of their Sins be- 
fore. Theſe things haſt. thou done,and T kept filence ; 
But: I will Reprove thee, and ſet them in Order be- 
fore thine. Eyes. It Sinners could forget in Heli, 1 
itwould. be a Happineſs Comparative tc their *; 
Loſs, though never ſo. Great.; yet if thy Tor- 


mens .;.** 
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Early Piety, &c. 7 
> tlh ment were to be over and forgotten, what an 
nn unhappineſs would it be toRemember,what a 
yCrs God, what a Creator, what a Redeemer, was 
tendered to me, and therefore I might have 
on} ſecured ; I have once and again had the Means 
If, 4 of Grace, heard the Preacheroften call me to 
7 Equi Jeave my Sins, and the Spirit ſtriving with me 
le, ad to bring it about; and had I had but Wiſ- 
lon, dom to conſider, and a Heart to apply, Oh 
Jai how happy had I been ! And therefore this 
de en? Miſery is the Fruit of my own Doings. To 
Remember loſt and paſt Opportunities, O how 
Softh will this Torment me ? Wretch that I was, 
for 7 that could hind time tor every thing elſe ; but 
us of] my time is Coming. 
we AI found tune for my Games, and Sports, and 
p for « youthful Vanities, but I could find no time 
ment, | tor God and my Soul. Chriſt told me, 'H# 
zill 0 Toak was Eafie, and his Burthben Light ; it was 
bark but torſaking Luſt, and Cordial Accepting and | 
for js Imbracing Chriſt, and'I had been Happy for *: 
ze Dan ever. Seek my Face, and Live, Remember 
he M: th; Creztor now in the Days of thy Yomth, Oh + © 
Str how Ripe for Judgment was], when I thought 
nmitts my ſelf Young enough tor this Work, when I 
\Tk Cenſured: the Ways of God as Needleſs and 
Ln Precifcneſs ! | 
1. 1 To Remember what 1t was we Choe in licu 
Gins & ct Heaven and Bleffedneſs : this will Amazeand. _ 
t filem Contound. A Senſual Satisfaction of the F ty. If 
I-derk Heap of Gold, or a Puff of Honour, this is al AS - 
in Hd have for an Immortal Soul. So that you ſee ?!* 
ro thi God Remembers them in Hell. For if here 


by Td :te Mind is fo Diſtracted, as to -Divert th, a3 
” | Thougi” {44 
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| 


Thoughts off from the proper Obje&, God is gre 1 
a perpetual Remembrancer : Not as to deliver yd, 
thee from. thy Torment, but to puniſh thee,not gwe 
as a Comforter, but as a Tormentor : And it der ol 
will be the Greateſt Torment to remember net 
what a Heaven there is, and what a Hell there kw, 
is. Muſt it not Comprchend the whole Duty b onl) 
of Man ? It is Uſual with the Call of God in jybr 
the Scripture, to Include all the Operations of ryjs3 
God in the Soul. Sometimes we are Com- jo 
manded to Love God, ſometimes to Fear God, gi 
and ſometimes to Seek God ,, and ſometimes to jp 
Remember God ; ſo that this Neglect to Re- py js 
member thy Creator, puts us upon a Four or ring is 
Fivefold Duty. 5 00S 8, 
1. This Remembring ſuppoſes and implies , jy, x 
Knowledge. You can never Remember your 
Creator, unleſs you know who he is; the Ji 
Knowledge of him is thy firſt Step to Salvati- ge 
on: he would have all Mzn to be ſaved, and = 
come to the Knowledgz of the Truth : There- "LA 
fore the Great Deſign ot the D-vil is to blot out 0 
of the Heart the Ringdom of God.and plant his x 
own.. his Kingdom being a Kinzdom of Dark- 6 
neſs : Therefore he that doth nut know God, TY: 
cannot come of his Kingdom. And he can- 
not be rightly known , but by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Without He nowledge of Chritt, v.:: ſhould 
be Miſerable with all our Knowledge; yet it 
is Neceſſary to us who are by Sin Obnoxious 
to God's Wrath, John 17. 1, 3. Th:5 # Life E- 
ternal, to know the Only Tre Cod, and Jeſin 
Cap wyoom thou baſt ſent ; it we do not know 


God, we cannot know what 1s our Duty ; the 
ICI 
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ri more \we come to underſtand the Nature of 
God. the Offices of Chriſt, the more we ſhall 


Ir _ know our _ there can be no = Know- 
ur 


remen ledge of God, in and through Chriſt ; eve- 
Hell & Ty, one that partakes of this Life, hath it from 
hot n, Chriſt. No Man hath ſeen God at any time, ſave 
f Gol; the only begotten Son., who is in the Boſome of the 
Sew) Father , he bath declared him, John T. 18. 
are Cy I Þis Remembring ſuits Faith ; he cannot be 
Fear ſaid to Remember God, who doth not in Re- 
netimes Membring God, truſt in him : Others truft in 
@ wok Creatures,but we will truſt in the Creator; then 
F Four God is Remembred aright , when Remem- 
| ' bring is accompanied with Truſting in him. ſz. 


4 
=« 


:; 26. 8. The Defrre of our Soul is to thy Name, and 
ber ya 


to the Rememebrance of thee. 

..4 _ 3» This Remembring implies Repentance, 
F oi Forgetfulneſs and Impenitency always go to- 
I  -cther. A due Senſe of the Evil of Sin, and 
Th, Sorrow forit, is found in this Remembrance of 
Fo God. Again,ifthere beno Conception of the Na- 
; " ture of God, his Holineſs and Juſtice, there can 
PART Le no Repentance, but Sinning againſt him. Fob 
| of Du 42.5,6.Mine Eyes ſce thee, wherefore I abhor my ſclf 
ww Gt ;;, Drſt and Aſhes. IWWhen Peter Remembred the 
a ncTYords of Chriſt,then he went out and Wept bitter- 
E WP [3,, Mat. 25. 7. Till we conſider God in the 
e ſhou Purity of his Holineſs,and in the Tenders of his 
5 JL Mercy. we can never truly Repent of Sin. 
Mmoxln 4, This Remembring of God carries Love 
Life! in it ; the Obje& is every way Amiable ; and 
ad 7 God's Defign and End 1s not to be remembred 
ft Ki only by us, but to be beloved. The higheſt Act 
ey; 0 of Honour the Creature can do to God, is ” 
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| truſt in him,: and love him : «a remembring of 
| God, without ſuitabl+ Retpc ct. will neither be 
| profitable nor durablc . chen a *A..a r2m-mbers 
| God aright, when hy: AitEtions re ſuitable to 
his Apprehenſions. 
Then you (hall rememb:r your own Evil 
Ways, and ſhall Joat*: your {150c:; or as it is in Wu, 
the Word of God, no M1 can remember a- ghich | 
right, that doth nut believe it, and Jove it : WFearl 
Look what that 1s :ve love Fo ; what we love, nts; 
we dclight to think o:: 3 as what we ſlight, we An: 
oon forget. Nov he that hath but a Common QA 
quaintance, he 1s ſocn forgotten by his ab- vNigt 
ſence ;. a known Proverh, Ort of fight, out of zwha 
mind : But a dear Friend he lives in the Mind, xgini 
when perhaps he is dead in tho Grave; ſo God, [- 
he is loved with the Heart and Soul, when we Jll of 
devote our ſclves to him, when the deſire of ing, 
our Soul ts to thy Name, and to the remem- 1, 
brance of thee, Iſa. 26. 8. This remembring of » th 
God implies Obedience : the Will of God, is 16d 
the Rule of Obedience. Hence is that Counſel deft 
of David to his Son Solomon. thou Knoeſt the x $þi 
God of thy Father. ſerve him with a perfe&t Heart, the þ 
and Yoith a wiling Mind, Paul's hrit Cueſtion "ne 
was, Ibo art thox ? and the next Cuetiion wie 
was, IWhat wilt thou have me todo For this yl of 
begets love; the more God is beloved, the more @& 
readily he will be obeyed. The Glory of God we 
conlitts not in Notion of him. but in a Confor- yg 
mity to him. They. Job 21. 14. deifire not the | th 
Knowledge of His Ways. Mercy is ſuitable to tyo 
our wants, but Obediznce 1s repugnant to the 4, ; 
Intereſt of the Fleſh, 1 San. 2. 14, As there * 
an 


| Farly Piety, &Cc. II 
of } can be no Ohedience where thy God is not 
be & known ; ſo thy Knowl:dge of God ſtands for 
cs |. nothing, if thou art not Fuicful in Obedience. 
to | It was Moſes's Counſel to the People, and mine 
. {to you, Bervare that you forget not the Lord your 
lt God; what that is. the next Words tell 
mpyou, 71 not keeping his Commandments That 
which we call Remenibiing , Is expreſt 

y Fearing God, and Keeying his Command- 
e, | ments ; which 1s faid to be the whole Duty of 
| Man: Therefore, ſaith Dazvid, im the 119 Pſalm, 
v5 bY IT have Remembre4 thy Name, O Lord, in 
- | the Neght, and havc kept thy Law, Thus you- 


» [ies in it; Faith to God, Repentance towards 
da, i-God, Love to God. and Conformity to the 


4 £ what this Remembrance of thy Creator car- 
e Will of God ; That brings me to the' Second 


of Thing. 
M-| 2, The Objedt to be remembred, is, Aemem- 
x of (ber thy Creator, Job 35. 10. None ſaith, Where 
, 15 bs God my Maker # Gen. 6. 7. The Lord ſaith, 1 

el fwill deftroy Man whom T have created. Job 32. 4. 
the [The Spirit of God hath made me, and the' Breath 
rrt, 7 the Almighty hath given me Life. Mala. 2.10. 
on "Have we not all one Father * Remember thy 
ON Creator; it is a Term that gives a claim to 
'S (God of all Obedience from us ; he is our Cre- 
re Ktor , and that gives him a right to thee; all 
Od Perſons are mine, whether Father or Son.,, Old 
Or- tor Young ; and this gives God a Juſt Right to 
tbe al thou haſt, to all thou doeſt. But God is 
to znot your own God , you have loſt him by the 
he Fall, that Relation is cut of ; but as reſftor'd 
n 
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by Chriſt, in and through him it is renewed. ; 
Thop,oweſt thy Being, thy Well-Being to him; 
art thou walking with him every Day ? he. 
nade thee after his own Image;and as thou art. 
dherette more capable, ſo art thou more obli- 
a to remember thy Creator , and honour ? 
'-3Z. Thereis a Limitation of Time, and that 
is Now , Remember now thy Creator; that 
Now is uſed in a more Extenfive Senſe; all the 
time that a\Man lives in the World ; that is, 
there is no ther time to remember God in. ! 
There is no remembrance of him in the Grave:! 
Who ſhall give thee any other Time than now ?} 
Eecl. 9. 10. For there is no Work, n+ Device, ! 
n the Grave, whi- 


nor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom i | 
ther thou art going. As there is no Work, ſo- 
there is no Device ; there is no htting for Hea- 

ven there ; when once Death comes, 1t puts an: 
End to all Opportunities, 1Cor. 6, 9. A Great 
Door: a Door was opened -to me of Life) 
When God ſends, and makes way for the Go-: 
ſpel, and enlarges the Hearts of Miniſters to4 
preach the Goſpel, and the Hearts of the Peo-z 
ple to receive this Goſpel, Lke I3. 2324425. 
ACHS 14. 27. They rehearſed all that God had 
done with them, and how he bad opencd the Door 

of Faith to the Gentiles, There 1s '2a Door olg 
Faith, but when Death comes, the Door of 
Faith ſhall be ſhut ; JYhoſe Hope ſhall be cut 

off. ar4 whoſe Truſt ſhall be as a Spiders I, 

T ſtand at the Door and knock ;, Brethren . God; 
is this Day knocking at the Door of the Hearts) 


of Young ones, and what doth he ſay? Re 
member 


. 
= 
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bit member now thy Creator : If any heay by 
Bank . Voice ,, he will open the Door . and come in” 
every In) with him, and be ſhall ſit with me, Rev. 13. 
*2n{zt 20. Oh how ſhould young Ones beg of God to 


ma; open the Door, Roul away the Stone that keeps 
, ad Chriſt out of the Heart 2 And doit now. 
Again, Tam the Door, by me if any Man en- 
Time, of #7 77, be ſhall be ſaved, John 5. 10. The Door 
Cray: of Goſpel-Grace will be thut, and therefore the 
= Gn; Door of God's Bowels and Mercy will be ſhut ; 
Word: & then can be no entring , theretorz now Re- 
member ( Mmember thy Creator ; that Is, now in the 
| time of this Life. And ſo much tor the Exten- 
ded Sence of this, Now, in the Text. 

2. Sometimes zow 1s uſcd in a more Re- 
ſtrained Sence, not only tor tins preſent Life, 
but for this preſent Time of the preſent Lite © 
And ſo now itands for this preſent Seaſon, and 
makes the Work of Cloling with God in 
Chriſt a preſent Duty, a Duty to be done with- | 
out delay. Remember now thy Creator in the « 
Days of thy Touth. 

The Duty here is not afhxed to the firſt 
part only, the Days of thy Youth, but now 
in theſe Days. The Inforce is. not to know 
God, when we cannot know our ſelves ; 
this 15 the only time both to know our ſelves, 
and God ; therefore Remember naw thy Crea- 
tor in the Days of thy TYoutb, In Infancy we 
are too Young to Live the Lite of Man, 
tne Lite of Reaſon ; and therefore the Days 
of thy Youth are the only Days, to Remem- 
ber thy Creator in; and fo 1 ſhall come 
naw to a Conclution : I will come from Ex- 
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& (<lication to Application, to all that forget God 

—>-1m their Youth.Oh what a common Sin is it ! I 
think 1t 1s a Sin that was never ſa common as 
now ; It appears ſo by the many Bills put up 
by. Parents, &c. for Undutiful Children that 
Diſobey their Parcnts. 

Parents may thank themſelves ; it is from 
the Want of timely Inſtruction and Correcti- 
on, the Want of that at Home, and Evil 
Example Abroad, that hath ſo Spotted and 
Stained them, that God is not in all their 
Thoughts. See how God Diſputes the Cale ; 
What Iniquity bave your Fathers found in me,that 
they are become Vain ? Neither ſaith they, where 
# the Lord ? What Evil have 1 done? Have 1 
been a barren Wilderneſs, or a Land of Darkncſs 
t9 you £ Jer. 2.1, 4 Olt what a Shame it 1s, 
that any one ſhould forget a God that never did 
him hurt ? Pray conſider that Serious Cueſti- 
on, Who made you ? Once you were not. Ir 
#5 he that made us, and not we our ſelucs : As 
17.24, 28. In him we Move, and Live, and © 
have our Being. for we arehis Off-ſpring. Now 
God is much more the Author of our Being. 
than our Parents ; they are but Second Car- 
ſes, God 15s the Firſt Cauſe; and therefore Man 
isnothing, if torgotten of God ; God is the Firſt 
Cauſe. Hear, O Heaven, and give Far, O 
Earth : Heaven and Earth will Cry out againft 
us, if he that made us is forgotten by us. 

Wherefore is there a Prize in the Hands of a 
Fool to get Wiſdom, ſeeing be hath no Heart to 
Improve it Prov. 17. 16. It will be a 
Sword in his Heart to conhider, I might have 


had 
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had God for my God, but I have forgotten 
him Days without Number. Eccl. 8. 6. Be- 
cauſe to every purpoſe there is Time and Judg- 
_—_ : Therefore the Miſery of Man i great upon 
_ 

Wherefore becauſe thou hadQ not a fit Judg- 
ment to diſcern a fit Opportunity tor the great- 
eſt Purpoſes, and then the ſtri&t Account that 
muſt be given ofall Opportunities to God, you 
mutt not only give to God the Morning of the 
Youth, and the Morning of th: Lords-day, but 
the Morningof every Day, for that is b:1t ; for 
then the Body hath had its rcſt, and our Sptrits 
more Lively, being Freſh, and lea!t Incumbred 
in the World. It is of Excellent uſc to keep out 
Vain Thoughts ; it is of Excellent and Great ufe 
to Enable us to uſe the World as if we uſed 1t 
not ; nay. it is of uſeto procure a Bleſſing of 
God onall our Lawful Callings : And that our 
Endeavours and Diligence may be Crow:1ed 
with ſucceſs, it is his Promiſe, Scck, the Kinz- 
am of God firit, and all othr things pail be 
added, Mat. 6. 33. Sirs, confid-r it, Young 
Ones, how will your Fruits of Repentance b = 
vin, when your Opportunities ar: pait and 
gone, fer. 11.17. Thou watt a Foo] at frft, 
but thou ſhalt fee thy Foly at laſt. Young Ones 
that now Forget God. and Steht Religion, let 
me tell you, you are a jJudzment or a Plagueto 
a. Nation. When young, Ones are {crions., and 
mind God and their Souls ; when it is preci- 
ous to thu to be Awakened and Converted. 
ſuch a Riſe of Youth is a Blefling to any Aze ; 


but when Youth caſts off Religion. all Duty to 
K2 _ Cad. 
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God ane Man grows Unproftable , What 
{hall weſay then 2 Why then 1 ſay, this 1s a 
fad Sign of ſome Judgment of God coming 
upon the Land. Young Swearers, young Sab- 
bath-breakers. 

Therefore I tell you, there is ſome fore Judg- 
1:e1t near at Band, a Day of Wafiingand Trt- 
bulation. Hearken to the Word of Exhortati- 

on, Now; Remember now tby Creator in the 
Days of thy Noxth, Look that the Image of. 
God be found in thy Sou], which Image Con- 
filis in Rightenuſnels and Holineſs. That there 
is a natural Image Seated in the Intellectuals ; 
'This is the End why God doth it, that we 
might Remember him ſo as to ſeek him, and 
to Szck him while he may be found. They that 
ſuck me Early ſhall find me : Wherefore faith 
our Lord, Seck firſt the Kingdom of God, and 
bis Righteouſneſs, and all other things ſhall be 
added wnto you ; without this Righteouſneſs no 
Heaven is to be had. Seck firſt the Kingdom of 
God, before any thing elie , above any thin 
elle. Is not Heaven more than tne Earth, G 
better then the World, and Spiritual Bleſſings 
ore tnan Temporal ? Spiritual Bletſings are 
beſt, and theretore God promiſes them tirtt ; 
He will give Grace an4 Glory, and no good Thing 
will be withhold. No good Thing ? This ſhould 
dire us in our Duty ; ſeek Spirituals, and 
Temporals ſhall come in ; therefore ſeek God 
above all, and before all, and more than all, for 
he isall in all, ſince the Falk God 1s not to 
befound, but only in a Mediator. Oh ! Get 
an Intereſt in Chriſt above all things in the 
World ; 
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World ; ſeek and get an Intereti in Chriſt, a 
ſaving Cloſe with Chriti, 1 Pet. 4. 19. Commet 
our Souls to bim in weli-doing as to a faithful 
Creator, And therefore let me add one thing.and 
I will have done; as you mult Remember God 
hrſt, ſo you mutt Remember him to the ati : 


' As you mutt Begin with God, ſo you multi End 


with him, Mat. 2. Youread of being calld to 


the Work in the Vineyard at very di;trent 
Hours, ſome at the Third Hour, ſome at the 


' Eleventh Hour; ſo they that did not come in 


the Morning,came afterward; but they all tarri- 
ed till the Evening. My Brethren,God mult have 


' the Duty of the whole Day. F miſt Work the 


IWork of him that ſent me while it is Day; for 
as we hear inthe Text weare called to fcek him 
Early. Prov. 8.17. ſo we are commanded to ſeck 
bim Early. Be thou Faithful unto Death, and TI 
will grove thee a Crown of Life, Rev.2.10. Now I 
might urge this, which is ſo great, from what 
God is tous : For of bim, and to him.,and4 mu 


W him, ar: ali things, and therefore to him (hall G 


rt Pre 


ry be fur Ever. Thou haſt a great Work to do, 
a God to Remember. Sin to Kill,Grace to Get, 
a Body and Soul to Save,Hell to Secure agzinit. 
Thy Days are here Limited and Bounded to a 

A Seaſon, now ; you little think how - 
ſoon Dcath may come. What warning had 
the Rich Man ; Thox Fool. this Night th, Sol 


IM ſhall be Required of thee, There is nofaying to 


Death, there is one Elder, take him. Stirs, you 
mult know that Sin alters the Courlſe : I fay 
then, the preſent Time is the only Time ; 
Yetterday can neyer be Recalled.and to Morrove 


C 3 it 
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It may never come : rtunities indeed re. 


turneno more ; but Ma ieth down, and tiſeth 
wot till the Heavens be no more. You have but 
one Arrow to hit the Mark, and if that be 
Shot., all is gone. Oh that you would be per- 
fwaded to hearken to the Call of God, to Ke- 
wember thy Creator in the Days of thy Touth, 
before the Evil Days-drazy near, and thou ſhalt 
fay, 1 have no Pleaſure in them. 


W 
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_ Early Converfion. 
In Two Diſcourſes. 


© WL. DISCOURSE. 


| Eccl. Xi. I. | 
' Remember now thy Creator in the Days of thy 
| Toauth, while the Evil Days come ot. nor the 
Tears draw nigh, m which thou ſhalt fay, 1 
bave no pleaſure in them. TR "TAO 


"J Here are twogreat Concerns which lie upon 
all our Hands, which ought to be ſeriouſly 

thought of by us, and duly attended ; the one 

ts, 4 Wiſe Improving thy preſent Life, _ 
ha ne 
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the other is, 4 carefil providing for a better $64 wee 
two Things which none can be too Diligen® "; the 


about ; and he that is truly Faithful in one,will ge 
in ſome Meaſure be Conſcientious in both :y. in 
And both theſe are pointed at in the Text. For 4 
he that in the Days of his Youth, Remembers g,uJly 
his Creator as he ought, does at once rightly , > 
improve the preſent Lite, and wiſely provide "we 
for that to come. And fo unites in his Pra- *\: 
dice thoſe Duties that God hath joined: toge- 
ther in the Precept, Remember thy Creator now 
in the Days of thy Touth, 8c. 

In which Words you have the Call and 
Command of God to a very Important Duty, 


wherein we may obſerve. GE 
Firſt, The Ac or Duty it ſelf, to Remember. 


Secondly, The Object to be Remembred , 
Thy Creator. : 

Thirdly, The Seaſon wherein this Duty 1s to * 
be put in Practice, now. But lit you {hould 
think that this now takes in the whole time 
of the Preſent Life, therefore he does exclude 
the latter Part of Lite, and limits this new 
to the former Part, Kemcmbcr thy Creator now 
in the Days of thy Touth., 

I did the laſt Year, as ſome of you may Re- 
member upon this Occalion, ſpeak from theſe 
Words. I then only opencd them to you, and 
Thewed the Comprehentive Sence of them, 
without making any Obſervation from them. 

I told you, that this remembring our Creator 

points toa Fivefold Duty. 
| Firſt, Toa right Knowledge of God ; and 
he cannot be rightly known, but in and by 
| Chriſt ; 


— 
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ho Chriſt s we cannot elſe know the way of doingit ; 
wpilſor be s the Way. the Truth, and the Life: And 
bark zherefore the right Remembring our Creator.jin- 
F os in it a Saving Knowledge of God in 
-. ri a 
| MD Secondly, This Remembring inchudes believ- 
viding : we connot be faid to Remember God in 
Pr, |the Senſe of the Text, 1t wedonot depend up- 
5». /0n him, and truſt in him ; therefore David 
mow (expreſſes his Faith in God, by remembring of 
him, Pſalm 20.7. Some truſt in Chariots ,, and 
ind Jorme in Horſes, bnt we will remember the Name of 
y | the Lord our God : That is, others truſt in 
?.. Creatures, but our truli thall be in God. 
| Thirdly, Remembring implies Repenting ; 
4 ' Forgetfulneſs and Impenitency always go toge- 
*| ther, Sinning 1s called in Scripture, a Forget=- 


to | fing God, and Repentance is a calling Sin to 


F 
, 


Rememberance, with a true ſenſe of the Evil 
) : Of it, and Sorrow for it, as done againſt God ; 
}. and therefore where God is forgotten, and out 
» | of our Remneſtiviaice, tnere can be no Repen- 
, | tance, SR 
; Fourthly, Remembring our Creator, carries 
in it Love and Reſpect. Though an Obje&t be 
, | every way Amuiable, and made up of Delights, 
| yet it can never be remembred with pleaſure, 
f when it hath no room in our Reſpect. God's 
' Dehign and End in requiring to be remembred 
. by us, is, that he: may be loved by ns; and his 
- beſpeaking a Place in our Thoughts, 1s, that he 
- may have a Room in our Hearts. The higheſt 
Act of Honour the Creature can do to God, 1s 
- to truſt him, and lovehim., A — | 
© 
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of God, without ſuitable Reſpe&t, cannot anxd tO, 
ſwer the Call in the Text, becauſe it is but paſilt> 
ſant and tranfient : For when any other Objcafather 
poſleſſeth onr Aﬀections, God is ſoon forgot? 
ten and forſaken : What we love, we love toll 5 
think on, as what we ſlight, we ſoon forget.!s Cre 
As it it ſaid of Jeſhxrim, he forgat God thatAtWS 
made him, and lightly eſteemed the Rock ofmbri 
his Salvation. £1 

Fifthly, This Remembring of God includes \nd f 
obedience to his Will : Obzdience is nothing +XAC 
elſe but Knowledge , digeſted into Aﬀection 201 
and Action. Hence is that Counſel of David y$ ot 
to his Son Solomon, Know thou the God of thy *t 
Fathers, and ſerve hin with a perfe@ heart, and 1p 
a willing mind, As there can = no Obedience, lth 


where God 1s not known, ſo that Knowledge mt 


of God ſtands for nothing, that is not fruitful 110 
in Obedience : Mark that Counſel of Moſes, mt 
Dext. 8. 11. Beware that thou forget not the Lord - Trat 
thy God: How is that ? The next Words tell W | 
you, 7 not keeping bis Commandments. Dilobe- ok 
dience is a forgetting God ; ſo that which in yC 
the Text 1s called a Remembring our Creator, 1s AnC 
in the laſt Chapter of this Book, ter. 13. ex- > 
prefſcd, by fearing Go4 , and keeping his Com- 1des 
mandments. If the Authority of God be caſt © wes 
off. and we make not his Word the Rule of « bt 
our Lives, he 1s as much forgotten in a Scrip- 
ture Senſe, as if he were utterly ſhut out of our Jen 
Thoughts : So ſays David, I have remembred *Re 
thy Name, 'O Lord, and have kept thy Word, So WC 
that you fee this Remembring is a very Com- ut 
prehenſive Term. bY 
Then -* 
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4 Then the Object to be Remembred was o- 
Qapencd to you, (thy Creators) for in the Origi- 
_— it 1s in the Plural Number; and ſoit points 
VDRR&o Father, Son, and Spirit. It is not ſaid, Re- 
NManember thy God.. but, Remember thy Creator. 
we tGod is not every one's God, but he is ever 
Irgebne's Creator ; fallen Creatures , they be his 
thaCreatures {ti]l , as much as ever; and this, Re- 
dmembring him as thy Creator, is that that gives 
ee a Claim to him as thy God: 
udess And then in the laft place I opened to you 
hingthe Seaſon of this Duty , now; not now as 
Honintending any time of Lite, but now in the 
avid Days of thy Youth. I infiſted Jargely upon 
th; theſe things, in the opening of them to you, 
and improved them by a Particular Application : 
c&} And this is the ſum of what I ſpake laſt Year 
' gr upon theſe Words. 
itfy 


| Inow come to give you ſome Obſervations 


from them : one is this. 


ſes 
Li Fl That Youth is naturally very prone to forget 
; tellyGod ; this 1s plainly implied : 'For what need 
dhe.fclſe of this Memento in the Text, Remember now 
in; thy Creator in the Days of thy Touth, | 
, sf Another might be this ; that the true and 
ex-jbeft Improvement of Youthful Days, is 
m-jto devote them to God ,, to mind Religion be- 
call TUNES, 
of f But I ſhall not ſpeak to any of theſe ; my De- 
ip- þlign, at preſent. is to ſpeak to the Words as they 
pur + lye in the Original. 
red ; Remember now thy Creator in the Days of 
& thy Choice: The Word that we render Toth, 
4 gre the Days of thy Youth is from M13 to 


T Eko, 


io, 
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Elect, to Chuſe ; and accordingly Montanhen t 
renders the Word ; Remember now thy Creats Second 
m the Days of thy Choice. | {Yout 
Now this admits of a double Senſe. Ez Cho 
ther, julng 
Thy Choice Days. or thy Chulſing Days. te AG 
Firſt, The Days of Youth they are youytion A 
Choice Days, the Prime of your Time, thent 
Flower of your Age. As the Spring 15 thygagec 
Choice time of the Year, ſo is Youth thggd; 
Choice time of Life ; Nature is then moſt brisk The 
and active, and full of vigor, and the Spiritqqmttl 
quick and lively, the Wit ſharp, the Aﬀecti-pat 
ons ſirong, the Memory retentive ; and there-yms: 
fore there 1s no time to mind Religion like this y beg 
Choice time of Youth. 0 anc 
O where now are thoſe Iſaacs that meditate - We 
whilſt they are young 2 Where are thoſe 7azcobs4jl w 
that ſeek for the Bletling betimes 2 Where are have 
thoſe Children that ask their Parents as they {xy 
under the Law did 2 What mean the Sabbaths ;t we 
and the Ordinances of the Lord, that we mayhleak 
alſo keep them? Where are the Children : 
amonglt you that ſing Hoſannah's to Chriſt, as jneht 
they did in the Days of his Fleſh? Theſe are-4 Ri 
the Young Mens Looking-Glaſflſes ; and becauſe | | 
we are Id by Example more than by Precepr, ; 
therefore the Holy Ghoſt has ſet beſore you's (gx 
theſe Preſidents in Scripture,that you may imi-X | 
tate . and copy them out ; theſe are choice Pat- \ þ 
terns, and if you make Conſcience to follow 7 Hy 
them in your Choice Days, you-will thew * 
your ſelves to be a Choſen Generation , Chil- |; jtg 
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= 4 dren that God: will delight to own. But, 


| Secondly, (For I will paſs that too) the Days 
4 j of Youth, they are your Chuſing Days ; as they 


k "4 
: 

: 

' 
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are Choice Days, ſo the Days of your: Choice 
Dave! Chuling, What is that 2 Why it1s a delibe- 
JS! rate A of the Soul, it is done upon Conhide- 
© WY ration and Debate : when a Man upon a-Judg- 
:» U ment rightly informed, and Aﬀections thereby 
Ut ingaged. does cleave to God, and the Ways of 
ll God 3 That is EleQtion and Choice. 
ns The Obſervation then that I ſhall lay down 
SPIE from the Senſe of theWords.,is this, thatit is the 
aut great Concernment and Duty of Young Ones, 
ther to make God the Object of their Firſt Choice, 
Ke thy to begin with God. in their Firſt Setting Ont 
in the World. | 
aitaf We never enter into God's Service aright. 
2 till we enter. upon it by Choice, for God will 
Fe a have it ſo: Chuſe you this Diy whom ye will 
S thy ſerve, either the true God, or Idols : Not as if 
dbatl® it were at their own liberty to ſerve which they 
& MF pleaſed: no, but. to convince them of rhe Fol- 
Ildrs ly of a bad Choice, and to direct them to a 
Wt, 8 right Choice. 
lea But for the clearing of the Dofdtrine, T' will 
xaukt. ſhow you, Firft; What it is to chuſe God. 
cept: Secondly, I will give you the Reaſons of the 
Concernedneſs of the Duty. 
And ſo apply it. 
Path  Firjt, What 1s it to chuſe God. It implies 
on, Five Things. v - 
ek Firſt, A due Conſideration of the Obje&, 
#: 1ts'Nature, Worth and Excellency; till things 
arty are duly weighed in the Ballance of a true Judge : 
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- ment, we can never make a right Choice : and i 
here the buſineſs Ricks with Young Ones. In | 
this thirſt Work we cannot perſwade them to | 
coniuder, they will not weigh things , but they 
will act according to the inclination, of their 
Luſts ; therefore the Apoſtle adviſes us to re- 
ſolve upon trial, Theſ. 5. 21. Prove all things, 
and hold faſt that which is good : A Man will 
never hold faſt that which is Good , until he. 
firſt prove and try it, | | 
Indeed the things which are uſually oppo- ! 
ſed to Religion, are ſuch poor paltry Vanities, 
that they are not worthy to be ſet in competi- 
tionwith God,or to come into a ſeriousDebate: 
How eakie is it to reſolve which is fitteft to be | 
p_ God or the Fleſh 2 Whether the Tran- | 
itory Pleaſures of Sin ſhould be preferred to the 
.Life and Salvation of an Immortal Soul. A 
Serious Conſideration on theſe Things, would 
1oon determine the Matter on God's tide. 
Secondly. This Chuſing of God, implies E- 
ſteem and Preference ; for Election and Choice 
is the preferring one thing betore another. Our 
. Choice of all Objects is according to our E- 
fteem of them: As far as we judge a thing 
needleſs, ſo far we count it worthleſs. Let-a 
Man have but ſligkt Thoughts of God, and his 
Duties ſhall be as ſhort as his Thoughts are 
flight: Mean Apprehentions are ever attended 
with liſtleſs Devotions. It is the Soul that 
highly eftcems God, that chuſes and ſceks him. 
What faid Caleb and Joſhna2 when they return- 
ed from ſpying outthe Land of Canaan, and 
had taſted the fiyeet Fruits oft? ©, ſay they, 
it 
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it is a good Land, let us go up and take it at once - 

- But the other Spies that undervalued it, laid a- - 

| fide the thoughts of Poſſelling, and are for fa- 

| cing about to Egypt. 

: Though God and Chriſt are the beſt Good. 

et there are many Competitors 'that fand as 
4 vals with them in the Soul ; and therefor: 

, your Choice can never be right unleſs theſe Ri- 

' yals be trampled under foot. It is ſaid of the 
Wiſe Merchant, that when he had found a Pearl 
of great Price. he went and Sold all that he had, 

S, , and bought it, Mat.13.46. Firſt, he ſhews his E- - | 

* ſteem of 1t;. as a Pearl of great Price, and 
then he parts with all-to purchaſe it. What 
a h - Pons ans a of rg Fs 1 
cyof the - Knowledge of Chriſt Fceſus my Lora, 
Phil. 3..8. There - his Value of him {ce 
how it drew his Heart after him ; T'count 

" all things but Loſs<3hat Imay Win Chrift, It 

© 1s not enough toapprove of God and his Ways 
ſimply, but we mult approve of them com- 

aratively 3 not only as good in themſelves, 
ut as: better than all other good whatever. 
We {ſhall never chuſe God before al), till we - 
came to Efteem him above all. 
Thirdly, This chuling of God, implies a 
voluntary Inclination and Defire ; a Man 15s 
{aid to chuſe thoſe things which he Likes and 
' Loves, and which his Soul Inclines to. So 
that he carried after them,not by the Force of a-_ 

_ ny External Principle, but by his own Propen-" 
ſ:on and Inclination, and this ſuppoſes Love; : © 
for Deſircs are the Natural Iſſues of Love. | 


The Soul can never mount upward, if. the 
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| Aticctions tend downward; and therefore yu C01 
when the Holy Ghoſt would give an advance js 
to the Life of God in the Soul, he begins firſt went 
with the A/ections ; ſet your Aﬀe&ions on hs is 
things above; and then,as Dctires always ſpring, kt ae 
from Love, ſo they are-drawn forth by a Rene p Fruit 
.of Want; for what we Love, and have nor, ſumt 
that becomes a Want : and Sence-of Want will kmide 
quicken Appetite, and ſet Deſires .on Work ; ws d 
now theſe Delires muſt be fed and - ſatisfied, # mak 
and that none can do, but 'God : therefore it ;Ways 
1s God that he chuſes. . mn t00 

Foxrthly, This chuſing implies a firm Pur- gReſt 
pofe, and a fixed Refolution, of Adhering to fs 
.our choice. We never chuſe till we bring m, the 
our Minds and Wills to a firm Purpoſe ; there felic 
4may be many good Thoughtsand Wiſhes in the od, 
Soul, but {till till we are reſolved for God, we in, 0 
donot chuſe him. When the Heart is Peremp- i wit 
tory and Fixed for God. that will come to yfon, 
ſomething ; when the Soul fays, Ifee Iam an 
undone Creature, I am convinced of my State, xr 
and the .Neceility of my caſe ; I muſt have thy 
God, I muſt ſecure an Intereft in Chiift, I multi yy 
be Born again, I muſt mind the faving of an þ; and 
Immortal Soul, this will come to ſomewhat ; - 
and a Profeftion of Religion ( let me tell you ) bit 
ſignifies very little till it comes to this. Who thn vc 
# thu that hath ingaged bis Heart to ' Approach yg q, 
to me, ſays God, Jer. 30. 21. It is Reſolution \pqyi 
that Ingages the Heart-for God, and makes our {jj 
choice of him frm and unalterable ; efpecially ite, 2 
if it be delib-rate and intire. Woof 

Firſt, It mult be Deliberate from a _— whe 

and * 
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| that 19d Conſcience of our Duty and Intereſt. Re- 

N ara ſolves taken up. upon Sudden Surprizes or 

08 Preſent Heats, rarely produce any good Effect : 

mos This is often the w/ of you young, Profeſſors, 

"ays that are like an Early Spring, all Bloſſoms, but 

ya no Fruit ; or like a Vapour Exhaled by the 

have m Warmth of the Sun, that riſes no higher than 

Wait w the middle Region, where it is condenſed, and 
n WO. Drops down again: This is that very thin 
ſatis that makes fo vg Apoſtates from God an 

ercioret his Ways ; they take up a Profeſſion of Reli- 

ion too ſoon before the Word of God has ta- 

m is. ken Reſt in the Heart. Indeed a Soul that 

aering i chuſes God aright,, can never Profeſs him too 

e bmi ſoon, the ſooner the better ; but he that makes 

e; thi a Profeſſion of God, betore he makes a choice 

hesintt of God, before the Word is Rooted in the 

Heart, or any thing of the Power of Religion - 

is felt within, ſuch a one takes up a Profeihon 

| too ſoon. It is ſaid of the Seed Sown in {tony 

Places, Mat. 43. Forthwith it ſprung up. A=- 

bove ground too ſoon ; it grows upward, and 

not downward ; all Blade, but no Root : So 

ſays Chriſt, Verſe 21. Tet hath he not Root in bim- 

ſeef : And what follows ; he dureth but i a 

, while, A Muſhroom Chrittian, the Birth of a 

; Night, and the Abodeof a Day. Such _ 

s, Wb too ſoon to hold out with God long : This has 

4 =_ cauſed many Scoffers at Religion to take up 

folutio that Envious Proverb, 4 young Szint, and ait 


akes 08 014 Devil: whereas if they had ſaid, A young Hy - 
pecial pocrite, and an old Apoſiate,it had beena Truth 

too too often Experienced. - Flaſhy Aﬀections, 

a Su that have no Principles to maintain them with- 
D 3 11, 
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in, .come to nothing ; they are like Fire in : 4 
Green Wood, that burns no Ionger than it is ' hor 
blown ;*or like Water hanged over a -Quick * 
Flame. that is ſoon Hot. but when it is taken © * 
off again, 1s as ſoon Cold ; nay, Colder than it & | 
was before; becauſe the Natural Spirits ate eva- bates 
porated. How nimbly does theWindmill Work 51 
when it blows a Brisk gale, but the Wind no '? * 
fooner ceaſes, but the Mill Rtands : So ſudden 
and immature Reſolutions come to nothing 5 
they mult be managed with Judgment and De- " Wk 
ogg Hum 'S —_— L n; excellent 
atten, Tr falm I19. 59. 4 conſidered my ways ., * 

and Mad my Feet S thy Teller: David 
ſpeaks like a Man undcra Dilemma, as having 
two ways before him 3 there is the Way of Sin, Wn 1 
and Luit, and Carnal Dclizht ; this the Fleſh iſt ne 
preſents, and it ſeems an eafie and a pleaſant Kine 
Way : Ay. but it teads to Deſtruction. Then et 
there is the Way of God's Commandments : ven 
Fhis the W ord preſents, it is Narrow . it is *t, « 
Troubleſome., but it leads to Life , and-that pb 
makes amends for all. Now when we ſtand ik 
ftill, and debate upon the .Choice, which of anne 
theſe is the better Way. and.confider the Loſs |Ener 
and the Gain of either Side ; and the final liſue 1 
of the one Way, and the other, and thereupon m; 
reſolve to take im with the Ways of God.as pro- | 
moting our truelt Intereſt and Felicity , this is a I 
dcliberate Reſolution: And this was the Courſe 

. of that Prodigal Son, when he.came tohimſelf, 
Lathe 15.%. 17. he firſt bethinks himſelf, falls 

into a ſerious Debate of his Caſe., How many Kitin 
* Hired Seruants of myFather's have Bread _—_ k the 
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e in } and-1 periſh with hunger ? What ſhall I do? 7 
it is | will ariſe and go to my Father, and ſay unto him, 
Quick | Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven, and before 
taken | thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy Son, 
an it! make me as one of thy hired Servants : Thus he 
e eva.) debates the caſe with himſelf, aud thereupon 
Work. takes up this refolve, well, 1 will ariſe, and 
d no £9 © my Father; there is his deliberate Reſo- 
adden 1ution. 

ning : Sccondly, Our Reſolution muſt be entire ; that 
I De-. 15 , without boggling at any of God's Com- 
Ilent mands, and without the reſerve of any one Sin . 
pays, Or Luſt ; for no Man can ſerve two »Mafters ; 
Dazid, the Commands of Chrift and Satan are abſo- 
zving-lutely inconſiſtent ; obedience to the one is 
f Sin, down right rebellion againſt the other ; we 
Fleſh! Muſt not capitulate with Chriſt, and think that 
afant' lirictneſs in ſome Duties will excuſe our Indul- 
Then! gence to any Luſt ; the great ſtanding Law of 
ents : | Heaven is, Thox ſhalt love the Lord with all thy 
it is | Scart, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
that | ongs , and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. The 
ſand i Work of the Chriftian Calling is ſuch, as that 
th of|it cannot be done without this; we have ma- 
Loſs | ny Enemies to oppoſe, many Sins to conquer, 
Iſſue! Many Lufts to mortihe, many Duties to per- 
upon] form ; therefore our Reſolution muſt be entire; 
pro- and that is a Fourth Thing. MINDED 
:isa\ Fifthly, This Chuſing in the Text imphies a 
ourſe! complacency and delight in the object of our 
ſelf,} choice; though Eletion be an Act of the 
falls Will, yet it is quickened by the Motions of the 
many. Atic&tions : As where the Will is bent againſt 
«4 Sin, there is always a hatred of it included ; {o 


+] where- 
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whereever it hxes upon God , it 1s attended th 

with pleaſure and delight. When David had th 
choſen God for his Portion, he exprefles a de- ; 
light in his choice, Pſalm 16. v. 6. The lines are | I 
fallen tome in pleaſant places, yea, I have a good. * 

ly beritage : This is the Language of a Soul af- Wt 
feed with its own Felicity, and the pleaſure it 0 

takes in an All-ſufficient Good : So it was in his #V 
chuling the Precepts of God, ſays he. I have ** 
choſen thy Precepts, Pſalm 119. 173. and in the Mi 

next Verſe, Thy Law # my Deljeht : A Man on 
loves what he chuſes :; and where there is Love 
in the Choice, there will be Pleaſure in the Mt 
Service: for to love there is nothing grievous. en 
Thus you ſee what this chuting God does im- Pt 
ply and carry in the Nature of it, and that 1s i, 
the Firſt Thing. hri 


Secondly, Let me give you the Reaſons, why *A 
it is the Duty of Young Ones thus to hats f 
God. Why, | | 
One great Reaſon is, becauſe God commands ul 
it, that is the Firſt. Pray mind that of the A- It 
poſile, 2 Epiſtle 7obn, v. 4. I rejoiced greatly hat 
that 1 Jon of thy Children walking in the Truth. All 1 


nc 


as we have received a Commandment from the Fa- nt 
ther : Pray mind, theſe were a Ladies Children, tua 
to teach us , there are none too great to be fit 
good; theſe Children were found walking in by: 
the Truth; not taking a ſtep or two, making it el 
a Bulineſs by the by , as your Genteels, and st 
great Perſons uſe ro do ; but they perfiſted in at: 
' It, they were ftcady in the Ways of God tis 
and that in their Childhood, again!t all the mr 
Tide and Stream of Youthtul Lults. Now tifes 


this 
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tends this was that God had commanded. ' Mark ye. 
wid hy though they were Children,yet God: commands 
S a & this of them, 1 rejoices greatly that 1 found 
linesa, ef thy Children walking in the Truth, even as we 
e 2 pod ave received a Commandment from the Father : 
Soul i But where do we find this Command, that 
enſure; Youth ſhould devote themſelves to God ? You 
AS in hj have it in the Text, Remember now thy Creator 
T bay in the Days of thy Youth: And thereis a Com- 
1 in th mand older than that, Pſalm 78. 5, 6, 7. Hee- 
A Ma ftabliſhed a Teſtimony in facob, and appointed @ 
is Loy Law in Iſrael, which he commanded our Fathers, 
in th that they ſhould make them known to their Chil- 
rieyous dren : (What for ? ) That they might ſet their 
oes im Pope in God, and not forget the Works of God, but 
that 3 Keep bis Commandments, Nay, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt firialy _—_— it, Matt. 6.33. Seek ye firſt 
5. wh the Kinodom of God, and the Righteouſneſs there- 
> chuſe of. Firlt, here does not only note the Prehemi- 
nence firſt above all, but it notes a Priority 
mand firſt before all. 
the A- It is very Obſervable, that our Saviour in 
oreath that Prayer he gave to his Diſciples, which you 
$7 call the Lord*s Prayer. he gives but one Petiti- 
the Fo on for Temporal Things, and Five for Spl- 
ildren, ritual 3 and that for Temporals is neither the 
» to bþ: Firſt nor the Laſt. Not the Firlt.for Haliowed be 
ins in tþy Name is before it. Nor is it the Laſt, for 
ingit, Deliver us from Evil comes after it ; to teach 
and us that we muſt begin and end with God. 
Red in Mat. 21. 28. TheCcmmand of the Father to 
God, his Son, Go Work to Dayin my Vineyard : The 
II th: command of God brooks no Dclays, the Pro- 
Non Miſes of God have Reſpect to the Future, but 
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the Command looks to the Preſent ; To Day re, | 
if you will bear his Voice, harden aot your wch I 
Hearts,Why did God under the Law require' jen, I 
for himſelf the hirft Sheat of the Harvelt,the tirft & th 
ripe Fruits;the Firftlings of the Herd and Flock, xe t 
but to teach us, that our firſt Aﬀections., our kt b 
firſt Strength, our hrit Deſires, and tirft Choice, }Ho 
and firſt Service, ſhould be Dzvoted to God 2 me fc 
For it is the command of God. and that is the jre i 
great Reaſon and Rulc of all Obedience ; that erive 
15 one. Ls his 1s 
Another Reaſon is.this, the Nature of your yug 
Extract and Original requires this. Pray where ye u 
.had you your Beings 2 Young Ones, how came ye fl 
you into the World 2 Who made you ? The qur 
Text tells you who this is in the very Notion. :tha 
God 1s mentioned in thy Creator. "There 1s a | 
Concitenation of Reaſon , tor the Creatures iGen 
Owning and Chuling the Service of God , yn 
included in this Notion of a Creator. heref 
Firſt, He made ws, and not we our ſelves. ye 
Palm. 100. 3. The Prophet Iſaiah ſays, He yhj 
fpreadeth forth the Earth, he gives Breath to the gg . 
People upon it, and Spirit to them that Walk there- yg." 
in, Ifaiah 42. 5. So Elihu ſays, Job- 33.4. The. t 
S»zrit of God hath made me. and the Breath of the yep 
Almighty hath given me Life; and is it rot Rea- we 
ſon that he that made us ſhould be owned by iſe 
us : 1 
The Name of Father and Mother beſpeaks 7 
all Duty and Honor from you Children. If gg 
Children could begin their Duty in the Cradle, {g 
and continue it a Hundred Years, it could never 
Pay what Parents Deſerve for all their Sorrow. 6y z 
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Dy) Care, Pains, and Coſt. Therefore Solomon is 
YM much in Prefhing this Argument upon» Chil- 

Equitzdren, Prov. 23. 22. Obey thy Father that Be- 
Ie Nll oat thee, Mark, that Begat thee; he gave 
Flock, i thy Being; and Deſpiſe not thy Mother 
\ Ol :hat brought thee Forth, We are ever bound 
NOI to Honour and Obey them for what they have 
20d: done for us. Theſe Rational Beings do re- 
IS fitquire it ; which they have been the Means to 
3 thatDerive to us, and to Nouriſh and Nurſe up. 
This is highly Deſerved at our Hands; yea, 
L youtthough _ grow Old and Impotent, and can 
whetſerve us no onger. O what then does God de- 
v Califſerve from us, who is much more the Author 
2 Throf our Being than our Father that Begat us, 
otiMorthan our Mother that Bare us? God is the 
cre 57Firſt Cauſe, Parents are but the Second Cauſes 
2Aturd of Generation ; and the Second Cauſe depends 
'upon the Firſt, and cannot act without 1t : 
Therefore it is ſaid of God, 1nhim we Live, ana 
ſelws, Move, and have our Being. Therefore Man 1s 
s, Htnothing in our Production, if compared with 
to th God ; and is it not Reaſon then, that he that 
k there-made us, ſhould be owned and Honoured by 
4. Thtys : that he that is our Creator, ſhould be our 
b of thRuler ? | | : 
dt Rea: We Own our Service where we Receive our 
ned byExiſtence -'weare Debtors to God every one ol 
us. We Owe him our ſelves, all weare, and all 
eſpezks We have : for weare not our own, we are the 
en. ItLord's Propriety, at his Diſpoſal, he hatn the 
Cradk;abſolute Dominion over us, as giving Being 
a neva'to us. It is the Apoſtle's Argument. IWhe- 
<4 we Live, or Die, we are the Lord's, de it | 
arc 
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and. it. ſhould. be ſo, de fa&o.; therefore we for 
ought to Live to him, Rom. 14. 7, 8. This bo 
Glory is the White at. which we ſhould aim - 
Living and Dying; He is the Centre in which. Firl 
all the whole Circumſtances of our Life ſhould df C 
meet, for he made us ; therefore Remember tin 
thy Creator. . 
[t 


Secondly, He made ws after his own Image, thei 
and that 15 a Peculiar Priviledge of Creation be- Df 
yond what other Creatures injoy. There is md 
the Print of God's Hand upon all his Creatures ; Refj 
but. there are none bear his Image but Angels Na 
and Men; and this you are Stampt with in the (er 
very Womb. Not one- of. you but-have the F 
Image of God upon you, the Youngeſt as well hels 
as the Oldeſt. OE 

Though indeed the Moral Image of God th 
which conſitts in Righteouſneſs. and Holineſs, . 
that is Blotted out and Loſt __ Fall,we have jidit 
_ Sinned it away ; yet there is the Natural Iniage more 
of-God, and that remains in all of you ; for. $ 
whatis Natural Light, Knowledge, Under- whic 
ſtanding 2 What is Skill to Diſczrn, and Wil--yell 
dom to Chuſe 2 What are, all the IntelleCtive:xati 
and Elective Power of the Soul, but the Image: Tl 
of God'in Man-? And what is this Image for, fig 
but in order to Recover that which is Lolt ? It:ginſ 
1s to Capacitate us to Know God, to Seck him, tures 


to Chule him, to Live to him here. that ſo We: apa 
may forever Enjoy him; and if we donot make:: 
this ourchief Work, we arc made in Vain,. and;here 
Degenerate into Brutes, being wholly a&tcd by! 
Sence, and the Deſign of this. Image: is hs ; T 
| 
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' for by partaking of his Likeneſs, we become 


s bound to his Laws: 


Thirdly, That Power that created us at 
Firſt, does create us every Day : You are made 
of God every Day ; for Preſervation is a Con- 
tinued Creation. As wy Life, ſo he holds 
our Souls in Life: if God withdraw from' us 
but a Moment we ſhall Die ; Thox takeſt away 
their Breath, and they Die, and return to their 
+ Dxft, And do we receive our Preſervation 
1 and Support from him, and ſhall we. nat pay 
; Reſpe& to him ? This violates the very Law af 
Nature, and fills Heaven and Earth withWan- 
der; therefore God-does Summons Heaven and 
Earth to hear his Complaint againſt ſuch Re- 
bels, Iſa. 1. 2. Hear, O Heaven, and give Ear, 
' OFarth, fays God. But why does he Summons 
theſe? ED 
| Why, Firſt, To Rebuke and Shame the Stu 
' pidity of his People, that the Seinceleſs were 
; more liketo hear God ſpeak than they. 


Secondly, To ſhew that theſe Creatures by 


s Which God had done them-much goud, __ 
L well bear Witneſs on his behalf againit their In- 
gratitude. 205 
Thirdly, TaConvince them, how. Stupen- | 
dious a thing it was.that God Complains df a- 
oainſt them : even {ch as the Senceleſs Grea- 


his tures might fiand amazed to hear, were they 


capable of that Sence. os I 
And what is the Complaint that God makes 
hcre ? It is Twotfold. - Ret 
The one is Horrid Ingratitude. | 
The other is Trauſccndent Brutifhneſs. 
| E | Firſt, 
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Firſt, Horrid Ingratitude. Hear, O Heavens, 
and give Ear, O Farth, What, muſt they hear 
what God hath to ſay againſt this People 2 The 
Lord hath faid, 1 have nouriſhed and brought 
zip Children, and they have Reb:licd againſt 
me. For any of us Parents to bring forth and 
breed up Children. and after all our Trouble, 
Coſt,and Care, when they are come to Years of 
Knowledge, not tc own us: Nay, when the 
are grown to be Men, to turn to b2 Rebels, to tj 
viglate ' ſach Bonds, and break ſuch firong ; 
Ties, Heaven and Earth may well cry out a- 
gatinlt them. Why, this is my Caſe, ſays 
God: I made theſe Children, I maintained 
them; I brought them up at my Cott, and 
yet after all thcy will not Know me. they 
"will not Own mc. Inſtead of Chuiings me. 
they turn the Back upon me, and turn Rebels 
agamli me ; they have not a bit of Bread to 
Fat, but as IT teed them, nor a Rag to Wear. ; 
but as I cloath them. It is my Wooll and my |, *: 

| Hlax, yet 1 am forgotten, and the very Law of ;- 

- Nature broken. Thus God Complains of [ 
their baſe Ingratitude. © | 

Secondly, He Complains of their Tranſcen- 
'dent Brutiſhneſs, which was ſuch, that it out- 
did the moſt Brutith amongtt Brutes. The Cx 
and the Aſs are reckoned amonglti the Dulleſt þ;,; 
and mo!tStupid Creatures ; yet, fays God. they ; 
are worſe than theſe ; for the Ox knows bis ' 
"Owner , and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib , but Nm, 
Hract doth not know me: My People doth not” y,** * 
conſider, . Theſe Beaſts as Supid as they are, ; ; 
yet they after their Kind own them that 45-9 1 
JOE them, -. 
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| them, and are ready at all Times to ſubmit 
to and ſerve them ; yet, ſays God, thy will 
not own me : Nay, ſays God, they willnot ſo 
much as conl1ider what ] have done for them, 
- that thereby they might be brouzht to own . 
and ſerve me. My People doth not conſider. © 
| _ Fowithly, He that made us, can unmake us ; 
Troubk, 1; that gave us our Being, can turn us into 
Tears0 nothing: he that created us, can deſtroy us :; 
en they he who breathed thy Soul into thy Body, can - 
ebels, th rake it away, and throw it into Hel}. And this 
ſtrong 55 the very Argument our Lord Chriſt makes 
y out +. iſe of, Mat. 10. 28. Fear him 119 is able ts 
le, fay; c.1ff Boly and Soul into Hell, Ajl theſe Ar- 
tained ouments do_refult from th Relation we 
olt, and {4nd in to God as he is our Creator. 
e, they He made us. 


me IM Hemade us after his own Image. 


| Rebeb” He makes us continually, by  preſcrving us. - 
read to * And he that made us can* deſtroy us, and 
D Wea, yvill you forget your Maker ? This will provoke 
and M\:*him, when they that are made by him ſeek 
I not after him. None ſays, Where is God my Ma- 
' ker? Job 35. v. 10. All Worſhip, and Reſpect, 
and Obzdicnce,js a juſt due to God as your Ma- 
ker : You had your Being from God. therefore 
you ſhould always ſeek after God. . It 15 natu- 
ral for every thing to make to the place” of its 
Original : Solomon ſhews it you in divers Inſtan- 
cs. ſo does the Sun: It ariſes, and goth 
ann. and hajtncth t9 the place whence 1 roſe, 
' Ereleſe 1. 7%. 5. So doth the Wind , It whivls 
avant cantinally. age retureneth ag.tin 40 its cir- 
etits, Ve. 6, So dogs the Rivers, Vato te place 


BS From * 
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from whence they cams, thither they do return a- 

pin v. 7. And {hon]d nor Man tnat is made 
y God, and comes tr9m God. ſeek after God, * 

_ take up his reſt in God ? Nature teacheth 

tins. 

A Circle is the moſt perfect Figure, becauſe . 
itends where it began ; the laſt point meets in 
the firſt from whence it came; it 15 the Perfe&ti- 
on of the Rational Creature, that had its Being 
from God, to ſeek after him,. and terminate it 
felf in him: that is the ſecond Reaſon. 

Thirdly, To chuſe God betimes, as it is a Du- 
ty of great concernment, ſo it is a Duty of great 7. 
advantage, and beneht. Religion, however it He Is 
15 miltaken in the World, 1s the moſt advanta- Us hi 
geous courſe any Man can take; it affords the * A 


 greatelt Promiſes, the richeſt Comforts, and the 1g.of 


ſureſt Rewatds : And therefore the Holy Ghoſt S9wn 
tells us, That Goalineſs is profitable for all things, the t 
1 Tim. 4. $. and where lies the profit ? It tells %T 
you in the next Words ; It hath the promiſe of th cho 
' the Life that now is, that includes all good '!9%n 
here: ad of the Life that is to came , that in- * 
 cludesall good hereafter. But to be a little par- Scons 
ticular in thewing you the advantages of Reli- art fix 
210N. be Cat 
Firſt, If you have choſen God, he is yours fant of 
for ever ; for he becomes yours by your own i Ape 
choice, and you may lay claim'to tim as yours, @ # 
and may ſay as Thomas did, My Lord, and myMl'd M 
God : Or with David, This God is our God, for * for t 
ever and ever, Pſalm 4$. v. 14. And is not this 9 anc 
a great advantage and benefit ? ult necc 
| 0g as x 


Nay, -. 
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b fees”  Nay+ you bave not only a Propriety in God, 
at ism but you have the ſpecial Preſence of God : How- 
aftet Gal cver 1t may be as to that Preſence of God' that 
e teache is Arbitrary, yet you have always his Preſence 
in a Fourtold Senle. 
, becak © The Preſence of his Mercy, to pardon your 
| meets 1 wgLINS. . 
i The Preſence of his P | 'C 
E Peſto ower, 0 ſupport your 
minatet The Preſence of his Omniſcience , to know 
YO RS...  -. .- - | 
| babe F _ the Preſence of his goodneſs, to ſupply 
oweveri He1s your God,- your own God, as D.wid 
2dvants als him : God, even our own God, ſhall bleſs 
fords th A: Man can never be happy that has no- 
>-and th thing.of his own ; and a Man can call noching 
dly Ghot £15 own but God. All things el{e may belolt,. 
0h; ; buthe that has made ſure of God, his Right can 
Tt teh ever be invaded, nor his Propriety loti : Mary 
ramiſs hath choſen that good part , which ſhall never 
[ go ny W_ en from her: And is not this a Bene-. 
tle pat. .  *econdly., Ts it not a great Benehit tothave the. 
of Reb Heart fixt and ſiedtatt in the: Ways of God ? 
The Cauſe of all Haſining in Religion, is the 
is you Want of a Choice and Purpoſe relolutely fer : 
our ons 11 Apolile ſays, James 1. 8. 4A Double-minaed 
- y Man is Unſtable in all bs Ways, AT wo- 
and'® SonPd Man, one that has a Heart and a Heart, 
God, fo 21 tor this way , another four that; one tos 
not th God, and another for the World: Such a one-. 
'— - - Mult necds be unſtable, of an inconſtant Soul ; 
| - . being as ready to depart from God, as to clole 
Ny E 3 with 
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with him. But he that owns God, and his 
Ways by choice, will ſuit his Converſation to -% 
his EleGtion. 1tf he be fincere- in his choice of : 
God, that will make him faithful in all his car- 
riage to God : And therefore Joſhua, when he 
would Ingage the People to continue faithful 
with God, he draws them on to a choice, and 
then lays that upon their Conſcience to bind | 
them, 7oſhna 24. 22. Te are witneſſes againſt 
your ſelves, that ye have chofen:the Lord, to ſerve 
bim ; and they ſaid, we are witneſſes, It greatly 3 
ſtrengthens a Bond, when a Man freely binds 
himlſclf. 4 
Thirdly, This refolute choice of God is of Fifi 
great advantage in carrying on the Work of the aller 
Heavenly Calling with the more eafe and de- im fc 
light ; becauſe a cheice is noti;ing elſe but an in- achu 
dmation of the Soul guided by Judgment, 3 int: 


ſtrengthened by Rctolution , and actuated! by- leflec 
Love. Now as Judgment juttines our choice, Wet 
and Reſolution makes it cutire,ſo Love makes it- f us 
@flie and ſweet; and fo our delight in o- fkof 
beying God, anſwers to the fincerity of our ther 


chuling of him. 


luſts 
Foxrtbly, This chuſing God gives great peace ud t 
nd comfort in the Ways of God ; this is as na- fl the 
tural as for the Fire to produce Heat: The Fruit uſes 
of Righteouſneſs is-Fcace ; as Sin cauſes a Sting nd 
in the Conſcience, and x Wound in the Soul, ſo tanot 
every good Action done in Sincerity,, hath the yintec 
approbation of - the-Conicicnce, and that gives: Ways! 
peace, and the witneſs of the Spirit,that brings Fox 
f . Joyand comfort: This'is intended in that' of wr Ye 
thic Apoltte, : Kom, 14. 7. The Kingdom Ly > 'y Care. & 
—_ LES RR 2  } 
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and his | Righteoreſneſe, and Peace, and Foy in the Holy 
ation ty ' Gho t, Hereis a double Pg, mentioned , 
noice « Peace and Joy : There is a difference between 
His ca them. -- | | 
when bk Peace is a tranquility of Mind ſpringing from 
faithful the re@itude of our Actions — + 
ce, and Joy is from the Impreſfion of.the comforting 
0 bind Spirit. Ee 

aganf Peace is an acquittance from'Conſcience, but 
to ſex Joy in the Holy Ghoſt is an acquittance from 
; God himſelf, who is our ſupream Judge..as is 
y-bink the beginning of that Endleſs Joy:that he has 
. Preparzd for them that love him. 

d is Fifthly, This intitles you to a future and a 
| of the fuller reward.; for in chuſing God; you chuſe 
id de- him for the future, as well-as for. the preſent ; 
tanis in chuling the ways of God, you chute all that 
went, 15 intatled upon them , and that -is Life and 
ted' by Blefſedneſs : So ſays Wiſdom, Whoſo findeth me; 
choice, findeth Life, The Word ſets before every one 
akesit, of us Life and Death, - as Moſes did tothat Peo- 
in 0- pleof old, Dext. 30.15. Now many chuſe Deatti 
| ow rather than Life; for they chule to pleaſe ther 

; Lutts, and to gratifie their carnal - apperite , 

E pea and therein they chuſe Death; as Chrift- ſays, 
as n#\, All they that hate me, love Death : But he that 
Fruit; chuſes God.and the Ways of God, chuſes Lite, 
ing- and he ſhall have it ; he:chuſes Endleſs Felicity 
/{ In another World, and he thall never bedifap- 
pointed. O the benefit of chufing God and his 
gives) Ways! That is a Third Thing Cob 
Foxrthly, The Chuting God and his Ways in 
at'd our Youth, is the only Means to Prevent 'or - 
Gads. Cure: the many Miſchicts that flow- fron. our | 
' I So Neglect -_ - 
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Neglectof it. Days of Youth are Days of yenly( 
Folly ; now the Way to correct the Follies of ur 
Youth, is.to be Wiſe. toward God. Childbood © The 
and Touth areVanity, Now the Way to .Curc: God © 
this Vanity, -is to be Serious and Earneſt about es 
Eternity. Youth is moſt apt to be carried a- herefc 
way by the Power of Luſt ; hence is that Coun- he Fe 
ſel of the Apolile, Flce Youthful Liſts ; and Fift 
the proper Way to flee from them. is to flee nows 
to God in Chritt for Help and Strength againtt herefc 
man... - - oy | ; 210 
Youth'has 4 great Advantage againſt Sin, y, 
had they but Wiſdom to Improve this: now in wt w 
the Text: Now Sin 1s but Budding, and hould 
therefore may. the calter be Nipt ; now Cor- : 
ruptions are. bat Twigs.and therefore may ſoon- ph; 


er be Lopt off ; now Luſt is but Conceiving, 


and therefore may more ealily be Stifled in the 

Birth.. A green: Wound 1s ſoon Cured, but it 

it be Ikt alone long it may turn to a Gan- 

green that may prove Incurable. O my yi 

Brethren, there is no Age ſo ht.. ſo ſuitable tn 

the Nature of Religion, as Youth is. 

Religion is . the Chriſtian Race ; now who 

Chuſles an old Man to-run a Race ? Itis called 

a Wrelitling, and: who will call anold Man into 

the Ring that 1s ready to have his Heels tript 

up by his own Age ? It is called a. Warfare 

and under the Law the Aged were Diſcharged 

from War , to ſhew that it 1s the , proper 

Work of Youth. Rcligion 1sa Calling, a:High, 

2 Holy, a Heavenly Calling. Now. Youth is 
the fittelt Seaſon for Chuling any Calling ; and. © 
theretore the Text. bids us to Chuſ: the _ 

je yenly 


cad 
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Is yenly Callin , by Chuſing God in the Days of 
olles our "hg : ; 
to =* The Chuſing of worldly Things fir* ſhuts 
Ut God out of our Thoughts, and Senſual Ob- 
abog jets quickly draw the Heart - from God ; 
ii Gon therefore you ſhould Chuſe God firſt : that is 
1. the Fourth Thing. 
",W Fifthly, ( To name no more) No Man 
to It knows how ſoon his Day of Grace may be paſt, 
Wt therefore he ought to Chuſe God betimes. The 
-- ., Seaſons of your Cloling with God are Arbitra- 
oft. ry. Salvation is not to be had when you will, 
07 ll but when God will: and God's Will is that you 
5, 18 ſhould ſcek after it now in your Youth. God 
# Us hath his ſet Time of fnding ; Seek the Lord 
10s while be may be found, Iſa. 55. 6. And let me 
VI tell you, if God's Time be once paſt, _ 
In th you ſeek him you will never find him ; They 
buttt ſhall feekme Early, but they ſhall not find.me, Prov. 
Gar 7.28. I fay this is the very thing, that' moſt 
MF periſh upon their lighting of God's Time. 
Me (2 Ffarhe would have had the Bleffing, but alas 
hecame too late. he miſſed the Seaſon, Heb. 
who 12.6. The Fooliſh: Virgins would fain have 
call entred in, but when they ſhould' have entred, 
Nn nts their Oil was to Get ; and when they would 
tft have entred, the Door was Shut : You ſhould 
a therefore Chuſe God betimes ,- becauſe you 
3 know not how ſoon the Day of Grace may be 
WP paſt. Theſe are the Reaſons of the Point. - 
Big, And now I come to the Application, and I 
1.5 ſhall make but two Uſes of it. 
W One by Way of Trial : And, 


FR 
. 
Ll 

bad 
bY 


BY _ The otherby Way of Counſel. 
1 Firſt, 


E.. | 
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Firjt, By Way of Trial ; you have heard, | 
young Oncs, what your Duty 1s; to begin uve YC 
with God in the kr!t Place, and make him the Jid yo 
Obje& of your Choice. Now the Queſtion I rbefo 
wouk ask you, is, what have you done in this 0d 
Matter? You that are in your Youth and fitho 
Prime of your Days, what have you done fer C 
in this Matter ? Now is your chufing time, inch ; 
pray what Choice have you made ? It is a nc 
necdfult Queſtion, God hclp you to anſwer it ll tak 
In your own Hearts. One Chuſes this Imploy, dom 
another that : one Chufes to go to Sz2,, another 1 StC 
Chiiſes to tarry on Shore; one Chules this ut ha 
Calling, anothcr Chuſes that ; but have you nbed 
Choſen God to be your God ? Have you cycr @& of 
mide that Choice ? It was DariZ's Quzſtion to 1th _ 
the Egyptian, 1 Sam. 30. 14. To won belongeſt od * 
thou £ To whoin belonge thou, young Ones, 1efly, 
to.whom do you belong ? Pray, do you bc-: kno 
long to God ? Why, you will fay, how may may 
I know this ? It can't be known @ Pror:, as Firſt 
we ſay, by God's Chuſing' of you. that is an ur ſel 
Eminent A&t, and Eminent Acts carinot ml t 
Ave Evidence, they Prove nothing; thereforc ays a 
it muſt be known a Poſteriorz, by ſome Subſc- 9d. 
quent ACt of God's own. = 
There are two Ways of being the Lord's Peo- hat c: 
ple, but there is but one Way of knowing it ; 1yo 
we are made his both by his A& and our own ; in; 
by his EleCting of us, and by our Electing of u eve 
him. Now we cannot know that we are God's dan 
by his Act, by his Chuſing of us ; but we may ar C 
know it by our Act, by our Chuting of him. illbe 
This is the Queſiion that I would put to yu : * 

CFE TaVc ol 
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O behave you ſcrioufly Choſen God to be your God? 
him ty Did you ever make this Choice 2 This mult 
eltion [be before any one can Jay a true Claim to him. 
KE IntixGod will never be yours ( let me tell you) 
th aywithout your own Choice. Now have you 
bu dottever Choſen God ? I do not mean at a Preſent 
Ig timPinch ; it may be under the Checks of Con- 
Tt $:fcience, or in ſome Preſent Diſtreſs, many 
{wer twill take God to be their God, but this Choice 
Implaſcldom comes to any thing, it. laſts but till 
anothathe Storm is over, and the Diſtreſs removed ; 
Iles thibut have you cver choſe God in the'Sence De- 
ave jai{cribed 2 Have you Choſen himby a Deliberate 
ou eva Act of the Will Guided by Judgment , and 
ſtonttwith full Purpoſe of Heart -to cleave to 
belongd God * How ſhall I know. this, your will fay ? 
g OnaBri:fly, there are divers Ways ED it may 
you bb: known ; I will name bur. Two or *Three. 
w malt may be known, FE OT SR TOE 
tort, 8 Firſt, By a Selt-dedication and deyoting .of 
Is aFour ſelves to be the Lord's. Whenever the 
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our in Reference to Sin. When you are Tempted ? 
to any Sin.cither by Satan,or by your own Lufts, '*Y, 
what do you do ? 5m give Way to it,or do thy I 
you run to Chriſt for Strength againſt it 2 Doſwgh 
you Comply with it, or do you Reliſt it 2 Do! 
ou Countenance or Curb it ? Is it Loved or!hing 
ted 2 This is no hard Caſe to Determine, e- Fir 
very Child can tell what he Loves, and what hethat 1s 
Hates. No one that Lives in the Loveof any anda { 
known Sin, can ſay that ever he hath Choſer the 
God ; mind 'it, any one Luft indulged, wil Neg 
certainly confute this claim : For where Sin io 
Loved, there it Reigns, and where Sin Reigns ſped 
God is,Diſowned : And can any one Diſown, £276 
God, and yet ſay he hath Choſen -God ? 1ftaRtice 
cannot be. Ng ; W 
Thirdly, Tt may be known hy your Obevit ; 
dience: . He that Chuſes God for his ang ge 


Good, Chuſes him for his only Lord, and? # 
that neceſſarily inferrs Obedience to him in awe Hl 


things. So ſays the Ag His Servants y Fourth 


are to whom ye obey, Rom. 6. 16. Many maktMeaſu 
their Boaſt of God, and Claima Propriety iftedie 
him,but whom do you obey ? Pray mind thatia ſure 
doth the Fleſh bear ſway 2? Doth Pride reign refore 
Do youthful Luſts and Vanities command thicome 
Heart 2 Why then Itell you, God was nevetyou 
the Object. of your Choice; you may Profetl you 1 
him, and Talk of God, but you have neveFirf, F 
Choſen God for your God. It is not - Profeilik inthe 
on, but Aﬀection and Action that muſt watt Worl 
rant our Title to God. RE 
David, Pſalm 119. 94. tells God, Tam thind; the 
Lord, I am thine, Ay, but how does he prow, w 
It 
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it 2 Why, ſays he, I have ſought thy Precepts. 
Pray mind. he does not only fay, I have kepr 
thy Precepts, I have done them, but I have 
ſought them : Now to ſeek them is much 


' more than barely to do them. It implies Four 


Things. 

Firjt, An earneſt Defire to know them : and 
that 1s a great Evidence of an «upright Heart, 
and a {inccre Love to God, to be Inquiſitive in- 
to the Will of God. TOSS 2 cane 

Secondly, It impliesan Afﬀection and Reſpect; 
no Man feeks what he doth not Love : I have 
= ſays David )) to all thy Commandments. 

hirdly, It implies a conſtant Endeavour to 
Pradtice them ; for the end of ſecking 1s keep- 
Ing ; we ſeek to know his Will, that we may 
do it ; and therefore ſeeking and keeping are 
Mut together. Pſ:z{m 119. 2. Bleſſed are they thay 
ke bz Teftimonics, and that ſeck him with the 
whole Heart. 
 Foxrthly.It implies earneſt Deſires after high- 
er Meaſures of Grace, for the bettering of our 
Obedience ; this is ſeeking. Now ſuch a ſeeking 
is a ſure Evidence of your chuſing of God. O 
therefore that I could prevail with Young Ones 
to come to the Trial in this Matter, whether 
everyou have really choſen God or no ! And I 
tell you why I urge it ; for Three Reaſons. 

Firft, Becauſe it is about the moſi concerning 
caſe inthe World ; as it is the greatelt Duty in 
the World to ſeek after God, ſo it is the greateſt 
Priviledge in the World to know my Intercft 1n 
God ; therefore it is a Matter worth Inquiring 


into. What if all the World were thine ? If 
F God 


Wretched and Miſcrable. i Ma 
The Apoile ſays, 1F any Man think himſelf we: : 
Something, , when he is Nothing , he deceives \wldpu 
himſelf ; and the Reaſon why many are thus he ye 
Deceived., 1s becauſe they truſt to their own ene 
flattering Opinion, and are not ſen{ible what gfxho 
a cheating Impoſtor they carry in their own Bo- yBnnc 
ſoms. Pride and Selt-love will never believe a- pf, T 
ny thing againſt Self, and ſo it takes that for yr yet 


granted, which ought to be proved; and ſhould 
we not Try in this Matter ? with 


Thirdly, A wellgrounded Evidence of our jy, T 


Tntereſt mn God, is that which will comfort us mh 
v/hen nothing elſe in the World can ; that is, ur « 
in a dying Hour ; then is the time when all o- yy 6 
ther Comforts will certainly fail, when a Man ,,, 

Jocxs upon himſelf as Launching into another jp. 
Vyorld, and begins to confider in Earneſt what nd] 
{hail become ot his Precious Soul ; how terri- ; 0G 


{ ws muſi ſuch Thoughts be to me that has no lsthe 
V1 


ence of his Intereſt. in God ? ++ 
| NES ut |; 


leve a- | 
jat for, 


ſhould | 


of our} 
fort us 
that 15, 
n all 0-1 
a Man | 


nother 

{ what 
terri- | 
has 10 : 
othing > 

but 
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but this can ſupport the Soul at ſuch a time. 
It 15 this your chuling God that will Inable you 
to Truwmpi over Death, and the Grave, to ſay 
with the Apoſtle, O Death, where *« thy Sting ? 
O Grave, where 3s thy Viftory ? It is true, na- 
tural Fears may be firong, and the Thoughts of 
Diffolution may fhake us, but a well-grounded 
Evidence of our Intereſt in God will notwith- 
ſtanding carry us through all. 

What would one give when he lies upon a 
Dying Bed, for one good ground of Hope that 
God 1s his 2 Why now 1s the time to bring 
this Matter to a good Ifſuc : Now is your 
time ; and therefore it is highly Neceſſary you 
ſhould put this Matter upon Trial, whether 
God be yoursor ne. So much for that Ule. 

The next Uſe ſhall be by Way. of Counſel 
and Exhortation, and I would ſpeak to it 
two Branches. | | 

Firjt, To ſuch of you, Young Ones, that have 
never yet choſen God ; that have never re- 
membred God in the Day of your Choice. 

And then to them that have done ſo. | 

Firſt, To thoſe Young Ones that never as: yet- 
have choſen God for theirs, but have lived 


without God in the World to this Day; I 


would fay to you as Elihu ſaid, Job 34+ 4- 
Let us chuſe to wa elves Fudgment, that we may 
know what is good, To chuſe Judgment, 15 tO 
chuſe judiciouſly, with mature deliberation 35 
that is the way to know what is good. The 
reaſon why ſo many put Darkneſs tor Light, 
and Light for Darkneſs. Bitter for Sweet, 
Sweet for Bittcr., it is for want of chuſing 
$2 | —d OS 
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Judgment, and fo knowing what they chuſe. 
Now my Meflage to you this Day 1s, to dif- 
charge this Duty ; you Young Ones, God hath 
ſent me this Day to ſpeak to you ; you that 
Have yet ſeen but theThird Hour of the Day. I 
am ſcnt-this Day to you, you are called in the 
Name of the God that made you, and put 
Breath into your Nofirils; in the Name of the 
Lord Chriſt, who ſhed his Blood to redeem you 
from Sin and Hcl]: In his Name I now ſpeak, 
this Call is from him, end the Buſineſs you are 
called to. 1s to be fo kind to your own Souls, 
as to take God in Chriſt from this Day for your 
God ; remember to chuſe Ged now in your 
chuling Days. When thou chufeft a Calling, b 
- which to maintain thy ſelf ; when thou chuſet 
a Wite, with whom toſpend thy Days, O then 
be LIVE above all chuſing, chuſe God to be thy 
God. 
I might multiply Motives to preſs this Duty 
upon you : Take a few. ne 
Firſt, Your giving your ſelves to God, it is 
but paying a Debt, a juſt Debt ; what Puxl 
ſays of Philemon, God may fay much more to 
us, thou oweſt to me even thy own ſelf : Fr 
whence came you £ Where had you your ſc]ves, 
but from him, the Origin of all Being 2 There- 
tore *ris but Jultice to let God have his own. 
God gave you your ſ{clves, but let me tel] you, 
he did not give you a Propricty in your ſclves; - 
that is a Right God cannot part with ; there- 
fore you are not your own, nor can you be: 
God gave you a Life, he gave you a Soul, he 
gaveyou Underltanding, he gave,you a Will, he 
| Ta gave 
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ave you a Conſcience, he gave you Aﬀections, 
12 gave you all things. but for what intent ? Not 
to ettabliſh a Dominion in your own Perſons, 
but only a Stewardſhip, and a courſe of Service 
you are not Lords of your own Lives, but Keep- 
ers of them for God ; therefore ſays the Apo- 
{tle, If we live. we are to live to the Lord, for 
no Man lives to himſelf. 

Secondly , Conſider how freely God offers 
himſelf to be yours ; the Arms of his Mercy 
they are opened to embrace you, and he is ready 
to forgive and forget all that is paſt, whatever 
thy Sins are, or have been : He calls Heaven and 
Earth to record, that if you miſcarry, the blame 
is not in him ; you have his Oath, that he 
takes no pleaſure in the Death of a Sinner ; and 
therefore he calls ſo earneſtly, Tzrn ye, tarn ye, 
why will ye die? Now pray ,, what anſwer 
can you make, if ſuch Tenders of God, and 
ſuch Bowels of Love, ſhould be ungratefully 
Oighted ? ; 

Thirdly., Conſider the Deſign of Chriſt : The 
great Defign of Chriſt, what he hath done, and 
what he is doing ; he hath ſtood in your ſtead 
to bear the Wrath of God, which you and I 
mult elſe have born for ever. | = 


SU Ppo ou heard Chriſt ſaying toyou, Soul, 


why (thinkeſt thou) did I take up thy Na- . 
ture 2 Why was guilt charged upon me? Why 
was I numbred amongſt the Tranſgreffors 2: 
Why was 1 made a Man of Sorrows 2 Why was -- 
my Hands nailed, my Side pierced, my Head 
crowned with Thorns 2 Why was my deareſt 
Blood poured out 2 What canſt thou concelve 
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ſhould move me to undereo the bitter, the ac- 
curſed Drath of the Croſs, if not to ſave thee 
from thy Sins, and bring thee to God ? And 
batt thou no need of a Chritt now , and of his 
Righteouſneſs 2 Why,ſays he, Iam ready at thy 
call, ſpeak and tell me what thou wanteſt ? I 
am now 1n Heaven, at my Father's right hand 
ready to relieve thee ; ask what thou wilt, I 
will preſent thy Prayers to my Father. perfumed 
with my Righteouſneſs, and they ſhall-all be 
—_— O what Encouragement ſhould this 

to came to Chrift \ Go thy way, Young 
One, take thy Life in thy Hand, as once 
Eſther did ; preſent thy Petition, and fay with 
her, 1f I find favonr in thine Eyes, let my Life be 
given at my requeſt : Let my Soul live by a Saving 
Intereſt in God. 
 Foxrthly, Conſider what joy thy chuſing of, 
and clolng with God betimes, will cauſe in 
Heaven : I tell you, there 15 not the Youngelt, 
the Meaneſt of you, but you may help to fill all 
the Angels in Heaven with Joy. How is that? 
Why take Hod for your God, and it will be ſo. 
O how theſe Noble Creatures triumph to ſee 
the leaſt increaſe of Chriſt's Kingdom / If there 
be but one Lamb,oneYoung One in all this At- 
ſembly added to the Flock of Chrift this Day , 
all the Angels in Heaven will rejoice, Ay.all the 
- Angels in Heaven; nay. it will be the Day. of 
the Very gladneſs of Chriſt's Heart * For as the 
ÞBridegroom rejoices over his Bride, ſo ſhall thy God 
rejaice over thee, Wa. 62. 5. 

Fifthly, Confider how uncertain the meaſure 

& thyLife is; thou mayelt think to live ny 
| Ea: » 
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thex- | Years, and yet may*it die ſoon : How man 
e thet | have you gone after to the grave, that came af. 
? And ter you into the World ? ob fays, (ſpeaking of 
of his | the Sinner) The number of bis Months are cut off 
yat thy | in the midft, Job 21. 21. It is not only a Deſcrip- 
ef? ]' tion of Death, but ef Early Death; an im- 
it hand | mature Death 1s the cutting off our Months in 
'wilt, | the midſt ; this is that David deprecates, Take 
>ruwmed ' 77e 708 away m the midſt of my Days : As our 
All ke Times are in God's Hand, in regard of the e- 
Id this vent of them, ſo theyare in regard of the length 
ou of them ; either God may not give thee time to 
25 on. | grow old, or not a heart to repent when thou 
ay with' art old: When ſo many offers of grace are re- 
Lifek | tuſed, and ſo many motions of the Spirit reſi- 
| Saying | ſted by thee, I tell thee thy heart is in great dan- 
ger of being for ever ſari-ned. 

\ . How many Young Ones are now awake.and 
in | that for ever,in Endleſs Flames, that would ne- 
| ver open their Eyes to fee their danger till they 
- came thither ? 

2: That isan aweful Word,Pfalm 58. 9g. Before 

; youer Pots can feel the Thorns, he ſhall take them 
away ., 4s with a Whirlwind, both living, and 
in bs Wrath. . : 
ie Af. | Ls your Pots can feel the Thorns :JThat 1s, 
s Day, before you have any real ſenſe of your danger. 
all the - To what ſhall I compare the Miſeries of Young 

' Ones. that are taken away ſo often in the midi: 

' of all their Pleaſure, before ever they thought 

| of Death ? It isa thing fad , beyond compari- 

| ſon, beyond all expreſſion: Have you then, 
Young Ones, no pity for your Souls ? Or do 
as you 
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you reſolve not to prepare for the Tryal ,hisc 
till the Affizes come, and the Judge tits on the hed an 
Bench ? | ' Whe 
If we had a certain knowledge-from Heaven.,mongſt 
that this was the lati Sermon we ſhould everfrudtic 
hear, that this was the Laft Call to Remcmberfterns 
our Creator that God would ever allow us, that yanitie 
we {hould be in another World before another0 this 
Day comes about,with how many Tears ſhouldyed 4 
we bewail our Folly of negle&ting God ? And when 
how ſhould we rend the Heaven with cries, that ever he 
God would own us, and help us to own him : God 
and that he would ran us a little longer, ful u 


that we might make ſure of an Intereſt in him. touſne 


before we go hence, and be no more? And why have c 
thould we not do ſo now, ſeeing we knowhth & 
not the day nor hour when the Son of Man willhear. fi 


come ? hall. 
The Lord awaken Young Ones (for none elſe Arifl 
can awaken them) and perſwade them to ſcek lord.” 
after God betimes : O that you would be per- ves 
ſwaded to this! He is the molt Eligible Obj-& ake ye 
in the World: they that have choſen him will nake þ 
tell you'ſo, they have found him ſo ; you will fx the 
never have cauſe to repent of your choice; you fing in 
may have cauſe to repent of other choices. None . Tm 
ever made a camal choice, but he repented firſt alls al 
or laſt; either here,with a godly Sorrow, whilft ye are 
matters were capable of retrieving ; or in Eter- gion i 
nal Miſery, where there is repentance without (God d 
returning : But who ever repented of chuſing keput 
God,? Nameone that ever did : Job once cur- the 
ſed the Day of his Birth, but whoever curſed flye 
the Day of his New Birth 2 Who eyer repre times t 
O 
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| Tra . of hiscloſing with Chriſt, or of his being ſancti- 
Ny Hed and made like God ? 
When Death comes, then the cry begins a- 
monegſt carnal Sinners : How have I hated In- 
> & ſtruction! How have 1 forgotten God, and my 
Eternal Intcrefſt! How have I regarded Lying 
| Vanities, to the forſaking of my own Mercics ! 
O this Flattering World ! How hath it decei- 
| ved and undone me! This will be your cry 
* am when you come to a Sick Bed. Now. did you 
S. tl; ever hear any one ſay, I have choſen God. bur 
MMM; God hath deceived me? I have ventured my 
Soul upon the Lord Chritft for Pardon, for Righ- 
teouſneſs, and Chriſt hath deceived me 2 I 
have choſen the Way of Holineſs, and that 
| hath deceived and miſſed me ? Did you ever 
—_ ſuch a Complaint2 No; nor never 
all. 
onede] Ariſe then, Young Ones ; in the Name of the 
o ſei; Lord, I fay to thee, ariſe , and ſhake your 
2 pet: ſelves from the Duſt and Vanities of Youth, be- 
Jbj-A| take your ſelves out of hand to God in Chriſt, 
a will! make Religion your Bufinefs, whatever you do, 
u will for the Lord's fake : this will make you a Blc- 
5 Ja] fing in your Generation. he” 
Nom! Truly. let me tell you, the Days we hve in, 
g fy calls aloud upon yeu Youth, in this matter ; 
wil we are in declining times, fad times, for Rell 
Et; gion it loſes ground apace in this Age ; and it 
bout] God do not ſtir up the Young Generation to 
why; keep up Religion, I tell you it will bequite loſt 
X a in the next. O therefore, that you would re- 
mr&.' ſolve to devote your fſclves heartily and be- 


Y 


ent! | times to the Lord ; never think it too _ - 
| ce 
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ſeek him, nor too long to ſerve him : You will arty 0! 
not count a whole Eternity too long for your ynner, 
own Happineſs, do not therefore count your ly 
whole Lite too much for God's Service. I had wing 
thought to have laid down ſome Directions for * And 
your guidance and help in this great Duty of; DI 
chuling God, I will but name Five or uch of 
SIX» Days» 
Firjt, Labour for a deep ſenſe of your Natu- this'Da 
ral State ; this furthers the Work. No Man God in 
comes to Chritt till he is weary and heavy la- - Firſt 
den; and that no one 1s, or can be, till a ſenſe Grace. 
of Sin, and of his Natural Statz, makes him flearts 
{0. or his 
Secondly , Another ſhould have been this : Veſs tl 
Whenever the Spirit of the Lord ſtrives with 0{al.16 
carry it becomingly to him, eſpecially in ean ea 
wo Things: t 15 nc 
Labour to know his Striving Szaſons: And, tell yo 
Labour to cheriſh all his Motions. Then, low d 
Thi-aly., I would have ſaid, Do not conſult ul to 
Fleſh and Blood on the one hand, nor give ear ins, 
to the Suggeſtions of Satan on the other. for a their 
he will always draw you from God. ſoy, PE 
Forrthly , Do not put off this Work of 1.20. 
chulting God from time to time, but re- Godth 
ſolve to ſet upon it now without any more de- n Chn 
lay. And, : 0 the 
Fifthly, Beſure ſhun ths Converſation of tis Nu 
ſuch as Deride and Scoft at ſerious Godlineſs, wſom 
and ſuch as deny all Revealed Religion ; 1t will tad ar 
- be the Undoing of your Souls elſe ; And then You ; 
I would have faid, | laents, 


I ally, | | 
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Laſtly, Beg the renewing Grace of God to 


w. carry on all. Fear and Shame may conceal a 


Sinner, Morality may Varniſh him, but it is 
only renewing Grace can change him, and 
bring him to chuſe God for his God. 

And then I would have ſpoken to the fe- 
cond Branch of the Exhortation ; that is, to 
ſuch of you as havechoſen God in your Earl 
Days. I amperſwaded I ſpeak to many ſuch 
this Day : many Young Ones,who have choſen 
God in their chuſing Time, Why. 


Firjt, Bleis God : O bleſs him, magnifie his 


Il afak} Grace, who hath counſelled and inclined your 
lakes nj Hearts to this ! When David had choſen God 


n ths} bleſs the Lord, w 


for his Portion, he ago cries out, 1 will 
0 


a Pſa1.16.7. O Sirs ! What a bleſſed Thing 1s it to 


Then, 


TIVe 


bean early Convert, to be an early Chriſtian ? 
It is not only Matter of Comfort to you, but I 
tel] you,it is a Comfort to your poor Miniſters. 
| How do they Rejoice when they can beget one 


conſult Soul to Chritt 2 What fays Paz! to the Phurp- 


pians, to whom God had blefſed his Miniſtry, 


er, fo] in their Converſion, Ne are owr Crown and our 


oy, Phil. 4. 1. And again to them, 1 The. 


Work off 2. 20. Te are or Glory, and our Joy ; we bleſs 
'but | God that bleſſeth us to bring in any one of you 


10019) Y. 


fation f this Number 
link 
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to Chrilt. 


| O that every Young One in this Place were of 
| You are our Comfort that God 
| has ſome to keep up Religion when we are 


wil Dead and Gone. 


You area Comfort likewiſe to your Godly 
 Parcnts, that can in you ſce the Return of many 
Prayers, 


bath given me Comnſel, 
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Prayers.and that they can now Die with Com- < 1 
fort, becauſe they teave you their Children, to ; we 
Walk in the Steps of your Fathers, and to. Ho- « 
nor God when they are gone to Heaven. Oit * 
is a bleſſed Sight to ſee Young Ones Walk with - 
God ! Therctore bleſs God for inclining your 
Hearts to this, whillt you havea Day to Live. 

_ Secondly, Let it be your Care to renew your 
choice of God every Day ; renew your choice of 4 
God daily.and alſo the Dedication of your ſelves * 
unto God : Our firſt Dedication is not enough, - 0E 
though it may be Sincere ; therefore it muſt be 
Improved by repeated Acts : We ſhould beof- 
ten renewing our Choice of the Lord, and (30 

ſhould think 1t not enough to be the Lord's, ” 8 
but we thould labour to be more the Lord's ; Work 
for let me tell you, though God cannot be more I! 
ours, yet we may be more his ; and one Ex- 'Man 
cellent Way to be fo, is by chuling God, and n;:; 
dedicating our ſelves to God. -Uncony 

Laſtly, Live as they that have choſen God Clift, 
for their God ; your claim is high, let your It his 
carriage be anſwerable. In ſhort, if you have ut cox 
indeed choſen God, and have given up your lir&t 
ſclves to him, make it appear, let it be known, In ar 
prove it by all Acts proper to ſucha Previledge. Things 
How is that 2 By daily putting off the Old 1. h 
Man, and putting on the New ; by Dying udS&l| 
more to Sin, and Living more to Righteouſ- m/, } 
neſs, giving up your ſelves to the conduct and .ine y 
leadings of the Spirit. to be guided by him in & ge 
all his Motions, making the Word of God the ng, 
whole Rule of your Lives, labouring in all ' Inf, 
things to Walk worchy of God, who _ 

calle 
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called you to his Kingdom and Glory ; and in 
ſo doing you will have a ſure evidence, that.you 


have obeyed this Call of God in the Text, Re- 
member now thy Creator in the Days of thy Choice, 


— 


= —__—— 
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A Word of Advice to Youth in or- 
der to Converſion. 


G OD. asa Sovereign God and Creator,hath 
iven all his Creatures to every one their - 

+ Work, Mark13.34.Then th: Query may be, How 

may I know my Work ? In anſwer thereto, 2 

Man muſt be conſidered as to the State that he 

sin; and this takes in all, either Carnal and 

Unconverted. or elſe Regenerated ; cither in 

| Chriſt, and ſoa New Creature ; orelfe abiding 

in his Luſt, and ſoin a Fallen State. Now do 

| but conlider what thy State is, and that will 

direct thee what thy Work is. as 

| _ In anſwering this Queſtion; it lyes in Three 
x4 1 nings more eſpecially. HS: 

W 7- In getting a Sound Knowledge of God, 

and Selt-Jlabour to know God, hub i Life E- 

\ ternal, John 17. 3. No one can be capable of 

| Grace without Knowledge ; therefore - this is 

| the great and Firlt Duty of them that are 

young, to Labour for a Saving Knowledge of 


1 Chritt. 
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2. For a Right Knowledge of ones Self; 
which can never be without ſound and tho- 
ome Conviction of Sin ; for Corruption lyes 
fo hid, that they are not eaſily diſcerncd ;. for 
till the Sinner ſces his Miſery, he will neyer 
ſeek a Remedy. 

3. That you make the Work of Grace an abi- 
dingWork; when it reaches only to the Aﬀecti- 
ons.,itis liable to miſcarry; be willing to be con- 
vinced of Sin; how vile ſoever your State is, 
yet labour to know it, 

2. The next Great Work is, Bclieving on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and receiving him on the 
Texnis tendercd in the Goſpel ; this is Faith in 
its right kind ; it doth not only conſent to the 
Truths of the Goſpel, but receives Chriſt ; and 
this is Faith that always accompanies a.right 
Repentance, and a ſincere Oþedjence : This is 
called the Work of God, upon a Threetold ac- 
COUNT. Mant 

' I. Becauſe God commands it above all other Yo 
Works ; this is his Coommand, that we ſhould 
believe on the Name of Jeſus Chriſt. 

2. It 1s called the Work of Gad, becauſe 
where-ever It 1s, it is wrought by God ; Faith 
15 not of our ſelves, it i< the gikt of God. Y 

3. It 1s called the Work of God, becaulc it | 
s God's Special Work, Rom. 3. 26. _ | 

Converlion Work is to beg of God: a New 
Nature: There s a Twofold Change, one is! 
made by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed ; * 
the other by Inherent Holineſs infuſed : ;Juſtt- 
fication gives a Man a Title to Heaven, but it . 
6 Regeneration that qualities for Heaven, 1 Joh. 
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'Y It Inherent Holineſs, as well as 2 Juſtifying 

Woh | Rightcouſneſs, For without Holineſs no Mgn ſhall 

ma; ſee the Lord. 

Wilw| Ready Obedience to the Call of God, js a 
*, good Evidence of the P ower and Efhcacy of 

ace as | Conviction on the Confcience, which leayesno 


the 6 }- Room for debating ; Immediately I confielted net 
'tobar with Fleſh and Blood, Gal. 1. 16. : 
ur State $14 4. Becauſe putting off the Duty for the pre- 
| ſent doth more unfit us for it, ang indiſpoſe the 
Elievmgaf Heart for it. He that hath no diſpolition for 
him at! God to Day, may have leſs to Morrow : Didi 
$i Fab thou but know the gift of God, thou wouldſR 
pleat to} ſay with the Spozeſe, 4 Bundle of Mirth is my 
Hat: #f. Beloved, to me, be ſhall Iye all Night between my 
nesa mk | Breaſt : And yet how often is the putting off 
»* This; the _—_ with Chriſt from Childhood to 
recall] Youth, and from Youth to Manhood.and from 
| Manhood to Old Age, and from Old Age to 
tf Death. | 
U} 1. Itis a Buſineſs of great Neceſlity, and there 
| is no Excuſe for preſent Neceſlity. 

2. It isa Matter of Spiritual Concernment , 
Therefore improve the preſent Seaſon, make 
conſcience now. of ſceking and begging convert- 
if ing Grace. 

Three things by way of Motive 
TI. The Neceſſity of the State calls for It, as it 
1s Sinful : Make conſcience of a diligent atten- 
dance on the Word preached, for Faith comes 

by a” 

. 2, Whenever the Word of God firives with 
you,beſure you carry it wiſely and —— 
| there. 


F E 
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-: there is none of you that fit under a powerful 
awakning Miniſtry, but you have felt ſome or 0- 
ther of that Striving : Now whenever the Spi- 
rit of God ſtrives with you, let me give you two 
Words of Counſel, with reſpe& to the Spirit 
of God : Endeavour to know the Spirit's Stri- 
vinegs, and labour to cheriſh his Motions : It is 
the beſt Counſel I can give you, therefore never -} 
forget it whenlI am dead and gone;and you may- : 
eaily know it by dwelling more within: For 
doth not the Spirit come cloſer at one time than 
another ?_ for the Word of it {clf is but a Dead 
Letter. | 

Therefore if you find the AﬀeCtions warm- 
ed, animated and quickened, the Spirit of God 
1s at workon that Soul at that time : Are there - 
not ſometimes ſtrong Conflicts between Lite 
and Lutti, between Knowledge and Practice ? 
Now then by ſuch Characters as theſe, thou % 
muſt learn to know the Seaſon of the Spirit of yy 
God's fitrivings toa thorough Conviction.,and a ,, 
ſound Converſion; and not reſting in Convicti- * 
on, till thou haſt improved them to Converli- yy 
on ; preſs on the Soul the abſolute necellity of " | 

\ this Duty. as to the Seaſon now. and as to the  * F 

Deſign of it : As Yeſterday cannot be recalled, 

ſo there is anecetlity for the preſent time to be : 

improved ; therefore it is our Duty to follow 

the Bleſſed Example of our Lord Chritt. 1 n:t 

work the work of him that ſent me,while #t js Dy, 

tbeNight cometh when none can work, be 
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